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D o n a t i o n s  f o r  C h r i s t m a s  f l o w e r s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  i n  m e m o r y   

James J. Acton, Sr. 
Carmen and Carl  
  Alvord 
Joseph V. Anastasi 
Louise Audette 
Cynthia Barnett 
Frances L. Bartolucci 
Beckerman Family 
Dominick  J. Bocci 
Mr. & Mrs. Carmen  
  Bocci  
Mario Bocci 
Werner & Virgia 
  Boecke 
Ann Braman 
Breen Family 
Henry, Mary, and Paul 
  And Kathy Brissette 
Marie Brissette 
Henry and Lorraine  
  Bucci 
Donald Burke 
Gertrude Burke 
Marguerite Burke  
Mary & Thomas  
  Burke 
Thomas F. Burke 
Tom and Mary Burns 
Robert H. Cahoon 
Benjamin Caira 
Bernard & Mary   
  Campbell 
Canty Family 
Edmund  E. 
  Capodilupo 
Linda Capodilupo 
Lucia Capodilupo 
Rocco & Christina 
  Carchia 

Joan Carlstrom 
Lucia Carmignani 
Elsie M. Carvalho 
Henry J. Carvalho 
Sally Cassidy 
Castellanos Family 
Edwin and Alice  
  Childs 
The Cloherty Family 
Diane M. Clough 
Esther Burke Codyer 
Joseph Columbo  
  Family 
The Conneely Family 
Fr. Fidelis Connolly 
Steven Cononico 
Patricia Cooke 
Jacquie Criscenti 
Robert Crowley 
Francis T. Daley 
Mary L. Daley 
JoJo David 
Rose A. Demeo 
Robert DeSimone 
Romilda D’Innocenzo 
Domenico DiMonda 
Raymond and  
  Leontine Dobson 
Barbara Doherty 
Maura Donovan 
Driscoll Family 
  Lawrence, Amelda,  
  Lawrence, Jr. 
  Barbara Driscoll  
  Wilkinson, Richard 
Patrick Dwyer 
Beatrice and Thomas 
  Egan 
Elva Egan 

Thomas, Charles &  
  Billy Egan 
Arthur English Family 
Marie Carchia English 
Rose Carchia English 
Ray Ethier 
Gerald & Alice  
  Feeney 
Michael  J. Fairley 
T. Joseph & Mildred 
  Feeney 
Thomas & Delia 
  Feeney 
William & Mary Ellen  
  Feeney 
Finlayson Family 
Foley &  Farraher   
  Family 
Suzanne Gan 
Albert Genetti 
Nancy and Rocco  
  Gentile 
The Georges Family 
Jeanette Goudreau 
Margaret & Donat 
  Goudreau 
Greer Family 
Julia and Martin  
  Groden 
Robert and Timothy 
  Groden 
Pierce J. Haley, Sr. 
Russell & Anne  
  Harney 
Russell & Catherine 
  Harney 
Beverly Harris 
Higgins Family 
Ann Hiltz 

Karel and Olga  
  Holbik 
John and Margaret 
  Howe  
Blanche K. Hueston 
“Bud” & Blanche 
  Hueston 
Patricia Hughes 
Bill Huminik 
Loretta Huminik 
Theresa Jeraldi 
Keefe Family 
Beatrice Kelly 
Mary and Thomas  
  Kelly 
Marguerite Kennedy 
Eleanore and George 
  Kiesewetter 
Pauline Kougas 
Isabel Larrea 
Alex, Anna  & Cecile 
  LeBlanc 
Edgar and Yvonne 
  LeBlanc  
Nancy Harney Lewos 
John Logan 
Eugene Lynch 
Mary MacDonald 
McCaskey Family 
Joseph McCusker 
McLeod Family 
Frank and Mildred 
  McMahon 
Paul McNeil 
Doris McParland 
Dorothy Medlar 
Thomas and Evelyn 
  Monahan 
Robert Mooney 
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Gus Morelli 
Ludmilla Moscinski 
Thomas P. Mulkeen 
Kathleen Mullin 
Catherine Murphy 
Martin P. Murphy, Sr. 
Catherine Murray 
Ellen Murray 
Arthur Nahabedian 
Barbara Nahabedian 
Sarkis & Lucy  
  Nahabedian 
Antonio Nicolazzo 
Josephine Nicolazzo 
Victor Obninsky 
Teresa M. O’Connor 
William and Bridget 
  O’Donoghue and  
  Family 
John O’Hara 
Mary and Joe  
  O’Malley 
Sr. Catherine O’Neill 
The O’Regan Family 
Bernard W. 
  O’Shaughnessy 
Rose O’Shaughnessy 
Girard Paglia 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 
  Paglia 
The Paul Family 
Marie Paz 
Adeline Peek 
Henry and Lorraine  
  Peek 
Mary & Eugene Plante 
Agnes & Bernard  
  Power 
Dorothy Power 

Rev. Thomas Reilly 
Ann Reynolds 
Doris and Charles  
  Roberts 
Thomas Roberts 
Marilyn and James 
  Roche 
Nellie  & Michael  
  Ryder 
Dorothea Salilnier 
Arthur Savage 
F. Russell & Barbara  
  Schneider 
 Raymond  
  Scichilone Family 
Pauline, Joseph and   
  Peter Scichilone 
James Seeto 
Segien Family 
Gilda Siciliano 
Andrea & William   
  Simonetti 
Edward and  
  Genevieve Slavin 
Claire Groden Smith 
Peter Sorrentino 
Marie St. Pierre 
Jean F. Streitmater 
Donald  W. Swan 
Enrico and Nancy  
  Tonelli 
Antonio and Rosina 
  Tornabene 
Mr. & Mrs. Giacomo  
   Tornabene  
Gilbert Tornabene 
Mr. & Mrs. James  
   Tornabene 
Maryann Tornabene 

Michael and  
 Josephine Tornabene 
Sarah & Serafino  
  Tornabene 
Seán Tubman 
Francis J. Troy 
Gerard Verdet 
Rev. Frank Vye 
Bill Walsh 
Agnes  & John Walsh 
Sheila A. Werbinski 
Tim Youngclaus 

   2016  

o r  h o n o r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s.   Please keep them in your prayers .  
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS  FROM THE 
PASTOR 
 
Merry Christmas! On behalf of the entire staff at 
Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s, I want to wish you a 
blessed and joyous Christmas. 
   While the stories of the Lord Jesus’ birth are so 
familiar to us from the Gospel of Matthew – “Now 
this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about…” 
or the Gospel of Luke - “In those days, a decree 
went out to Caesar Augustus…” one of the scripture 
readings appointed for Christmas is less familiar, 
coming from the Letter to the Hebrews: “Long ago 
God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 
ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
He is a reflection of God’s glory and the exact 
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs (Hebrews, 1:1-4).” 
   This is the Heart of the mystery of Christmas – the 
new born baby, lying in a manger, the child of 
Mary, the Son of God! His name is Jesus, but he is 
called “Emmanuel” – a name which means “God is 
with us!” This is the most profound meaning of 
Christmas – and of our Christian Faith. In Jesus 
Christ, God is with us: in our joyous celebrations, in 
our personal disasters, at our Baptism, as we are 
facing death – God is with us through Jesus Christ! 
   Today, we can almost hear him whimpering, lying 
in the arms of his Mother. Yet, Jesus calls to us, 
today: ‘Come to me, you who labor and are weary!’ 
Jesus guides us today, because he is ‘the way, the 
truth, and the life!’ By his presence today, Jesus 
assures us: ‘do not be afraid!’ In the words of his 
resurrection, Jesus describes his availability to us 
today: “I am always with you – today and every day 
– even to the end of the world!” It’s not always easy 
to articulate our faith, but I hope, as we celebrate 
with Christians around the world, that this begins to 
describe the significance of our faith – our faith in 
God’s Son and Mary’s Son – Jesus Christ the Lord! 
A Blessed Christmas to you and yours! 
 

Fr. John Sassani 
Pastor 

 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  NEWS 
ON THE FEAST OF CHRISTMAS 
“The Baby that we see in the manger is God himself 
who made himself man, to show us how much he 
desires our good, how much he love us:  God has 
become one of us, that he might make himself close 
to each of us, that he might conquer evil, liberate us 
from sin, give us hope, that he might tell us that we 
are never alone.  We can always look to Him 
without fear, calling Him Father, sure that in every 
moment, in every situation of life, even the most 
difficult ones, He never forgets us.  May we say ever 
more often:  Yes, God himself takes care of me, he 
loves me.  Jesus was born for me, too; I must trust in 
him always.”             (Pope Benedict Emeritus 2010) 
   CCD classes will not meet during Christmas 
break.  Classes will resume on Tuesday, January 17, 
2017. 
   O Come let us Adore Him! 

Michelle Solomon, Director of Religious Ed. 
 

CHRISTMAS WISHES FROM THE GUILD OF 
ST. FRANCIS 
The Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi in Wisconsin 
remind us from the writing of Thomas of Celano in 
his book The Life of St. Francis that Francis named 
the Nativity scene a “crèche,” the French word for 
cradle.  “Francis created the first crèche using real 
people, a real manger, a real ox and ass, and real 
shepherds. 
   The Incarnation – Christmas – was a key 
component in the spirituality of Francis. He wanted 
to celebrate the Incarnation in a special way.  
Francis wanted people to see and experience how 
He [Jesus] lay in a manger with an ox and an ass 
standing by – how He lay upon the hay where He 
had been placed.  It was Christmas Eve in the year 
1223.  At the appointed time, Franciscan brothers 
came to the new Bethlehem.   Men, women, and 
children from the area also came to celebrate.  The 
torches they carried lit up the night as they 
approached the crèche.  Once again shepherds were 
walking in the night to come and adore Him. All 
were filled with joy over the mystery of the 
Incarnation.  And a great tradition began.    
   As you look upon your Nativity set, may you 
remember and celebrate again God’s love for His 
creation. To show His abundant love, mercy, and 
forgiveness. He became a person like us. This is 
what the crèche symbolizes.” 
   Wishing each of you a loving, merciful, and holy 
Christmas from the members of the Guild of St. 
Francis of Assisi. 
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DEAF CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
As Pope Francis reminded all youth in his World 
Youth Day 2016 homily in Krakow, Poland, last 
summer that Jesus, as the Son of God, is always with 
us every day in our lives, he said it perfectly, “...He 
[Jesus] wants to enter your homes, to dwell in your 
daily lives: in your studies, your first years of work, 
your friendships and affections, your hopes and 
dreams. How greatly he desires that you bring all this 
to him in prayer! How much he hopes that, in all the 
“contracts” and “chats” of each day, pride of place be 
given to the golden thread of prayer!  How much he 
wants his word to be able to speak to you day after 
day, so that you can make his Gospel your own, so 
that it can serve as a compass for you on the 
highways of life!”  Indeed, that is what God has had 
in His mind for us through His salvation plan. That's 
why He gives us Jesus on Christmas! God intended 
to remind us of a great light in the midst of darkness 
that can always give us hope whenever we face 
certain struggles in our daily lives.  How often do we 
hear our family members or friends saying, “There is 
a light at the end of the tunnel”?  That light can be 
seen through our words and actions, especially when 
we give love to others and receive the love of others. 
The light is seen in the Gospel of Luke when “the 
glory of the Lord shone around [the shepherds]” 
while they were “keeping the night watch over their 
flock.” (2:8-9). This light as the “glory of the Lord” 
serves as an amazing grace from God for the 
shepherds to realize no matter how much of a 
hardship one's life can be, there is always the light! 
When the angel of the Lord announced the “good 
news of great joy” to them that Jesus, our Savior had 
been born in a manger and exhorted them to go out 
and visit with him (Luke 2:10).  
   Last summer, our Deaf youth group endured a total 
of 18 miles pilgrimage walk from our hotel to 
Campus Misericordiae, a large gathering field where 
the Closing Mass with Pope Francis was held. 
Without a doubt, the shepherds after receiving the 
good news from the angel had to endure an even 
longer walk to meet Jesus.  Being on the 18-mile 
trekking under the hot sun may seem too challenging 
for us, however, we persevered because we knew 
that God was with us through this hard challenge. 
How did we know? We had each other and there was 
one convenience store on the side of the road where 
there was an “over-abundance" of food and water for 
the pilgrims. God indeed knows what He was doing! 
This challenging trek still reminds us that there is 
still suffering out there and that it is up to us to hang 
on to our faith in order to see how our suffering can 

lead us to see “the light” that is the glory of God!  
That is what Christmas is all about...the light is 
always there!  It is our faith that helps and supports 
us to find “the light”.  Like the shepherds, we all can 
LOUDLY WITH JOY praise God by saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest!”  (Luke 2;14). 
   May the great light shine upon us! 

Merry Christmas, Fr. Shawn Carey 
 
Christmas in 1900 at Sacred Heart 
James Linnehan, born in 1892 at 38 Sumner St wrote 
these reminiscences in the early 1940’s: (Mainly direct 
quotes from his unpublished book).   
   “We attended the Sacred Heart Church in Newton 
Centre.  Father Dennis Wholey was the first pastor of this 
church and his memory is still revered by all who knew 
him…..It was considered a big parish; [miles wide] 
….The church was about a mile from our home and I find 
the first faint memory I can recall of it….. is attending 
midnight Mass at the beginning of the present century. 
[1900] I was 8 years old and I went with my father. I can 
recall leaving the house and when we were out on Sumner 
St.; I recollect turning and waving to my mother who was 
watching us from the window.  I remember, too, that there 
was snow on the ground and then when we reached [and 
crossed] Commonwealth Ave, my father decided to walk 
on the tracks [along Centre St in those days] as they had 
been freshly plowed.  We walked the tracks right to the 
church, but beyond entering the brilliantly lighted [Sacred 
Heart was the first electrified building in Newton Center] 
edifice; I remember nothing of the ceremony or of the 
return home.  It is one of my first memories, so I must 
have been thrilled at the sight and of being old enough to 
attend midnight Mass. 
   Christmas was a very happy season then, as it is now.  
For us, however, it lacked most of the glamour and 
commercialism that we know now and probably we were 
brought much closer to the real spirit of the season than 
our children are today. Christmas trees were plentiful but 
they were a drab ornament without lights and the 
profusion of gifts and decorations we have today. The 
wealthier people illuminated them with candles but this 
practice was taboo in the poorer homes because of the 
danger of fire… 
   The Christmas season was climaxed by the annual party 
at the church a few nights after Xmas. This was strictly a 
children’s party given by the pastor.  It consisted of the 
singing of Xmas carols, a real Punch and Judy show that 
never failed to bring the house down, a talk by Santa 
Claus and the presentation of gifts to all by Father 
Wholey.  Everyone was given a large bar of pop-corn, a 
big bag of Xmas candy and some kind of toy.  It was a 
gala affair and undoubtly constituted the biggest night of 
the winter season.  The Punch and Judy show was sure to 
be talked of and re-acted for weeks.” 
   What are your early memories of Christmas at Sacred 
Heart? 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 2:30 to 3:30pm or anytime by appointment 
 

BAPTISM  Arrangement for  this Sacrament of 
Initiation may be made by contacting the Rectory. 
 

MARRIAGE  Arrangements for Marriage should be 
made with the parish priest at least eight months in 
advance to allow for adequate preparation. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM  
Grades 1 through 5 - Tuesdays 4:00 to 5:15pm  
Grades 6 through 10 - Tuesdays 7:00 to 8:30pm 
 
VISITATION TO THE SICK   We are most 
anxious to help anyone who cannot celebrate Mass 
with us in Church. If you wish to receive the 
sacraments of Confession, Communion, or the 
Anointing of the Sick, please call the Rectory. Please 
notify us of any hospitalization so that we may help. 
 

MASSES 
Weekends (Upper Church) 
 Saturday:  4:00pm 
 Sunday:  9:00am, 11:00am in ASL (also Voiced) 
 12 Noon (Lower Church) 
Weekday (Lower Church) 
 Monday–Saturday:  9:00am 
 Saturday:  Mass followed by Rosary, Exposition,
  Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed  
  Sacrament, concluding at 10:30pm. 
Holy Days (Upper Church) 
 7:00am at Our Lady Help of Christians 
 9:00am at Sacred Heart 
 12:00 noon at Our Lady Help of Christians 
 7:30pm at Sacred Heart 
Holidays (Lower Church)  
 9:00am 
 

WEBSITES: 
www.sholnewton.org 
www.bostondeafcatholic.org 
 

WELCOME:  If you are new in the Par ish, please 
introduce yourself after Mass or at the Rectory or at 
the Coffee Hour.  It would be most helpful if you 
would fill out a Parish Registration form (on the 
table at the rear of the church).  We want to know 
and serve you. 

OFFICE MAILING ADDRESS 
1321 Centre Street, Newton, MA 02459 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday, 9:30am  to 5pm; Wednesday, 
Thursday, 8:30am to 3pm; Friday, 9:00am to 12:00 
Noon 
 
PHONE AND E-MAIL 
Rectory Office    617-969-2248 
Pastoral Associate   617-969-4021 
Music     781-223-5709 
Religious Education    617-969-4031 
MacKenzie Center   617-332-7220 
Fax     617-965-7515 
Our Lady Help of Christians   617-527-7560 
 

sacredheart@sholnewton.org 
jsassani@sholnewton.org 
rblaney@sholnewton.org 
amilik@sholnewton.org 
mbuckley@sholnewton.org 
bniemiec@sholnewton.org 
msolomon@sholnewton.org 
mbliss@sholnewton.org 
frshawn@bostondeafcatholic.org 
jenna.kish@bostondeafcatholic.org 
pmiller@sholnewton.org 
 
STAFF 
Rev. John Sassani, Pastor:  617-515-1743 
Rev. Robert  J. Blaney, P. Vicar: 617-527-7560 x212 
Rev. Adrian Milik, P. Vicar: 617-527-7560 X 224 
In Residence: Rev. Michael Hahn 
In Residence at OLHC:  Msgr. Dennis Sheehan 
William B. Koffel, Deacon 
Mrs. Marie Buckley, Pastoral Associate 
Mr. Brian Romer Niemiec, Pastoral Associate 
Mr. Michael Bliss, Business Manager 
Mr. Manny Lim, Interim Director of Music 
Mrs. Michelle Solomon, Religious Education 
 Director 
Mrs. Margaret Miller, Administrative Associate 
Mrs. Marisa Cimino, Activities Coordinator, 
 MacKenzie Center 
Mr. David Nahabedian, Facilities Manager 
 

 

PARISH RESOURCES 


