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“Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor rests!”

The Nativity of the Lord
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Welcome and Merry Christmas from Fr. John Sassani...
Dear Friends,
Merry Christmas! On behalf of the entire staff at
Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s, I want to wish you
a blessed and joyous Christmas.
Whether you are a guest, a new parishioner, or a
long-time member of our community, I want you
to know that you are very welcome here today
and always. We are honored you are here. By
coming to Christmas Mass, you have made my
day! I hope you feel at home and that you would
consider making us your spiritual home.
On this Christmas Eve and Day, God fills our
hearts with joy! We recognize in Christ the
revelation of the Father’s overflowing and tender
love. In Jesus, our Savior and God’s Son, we are
made friends with God and come to know God
and his abundant loving kindness.
In the affectionate gaze of Mary upon her
newborn baby Jesus, we get a hint of the fondness
God has for each of us.
Jesus the Son of God is born! We rejoice with
Christians throughout the world that, in a
paraphrase of the words of Pope Francis:
Jesus Christ loves you; he became human
and gave his life to save you; and now he is
living at your side every day to enlighten,
strengthen, and free you. Each one of us can
say: Jesus loves me personally.
A Merry and Blessed Christmas to you and yours!
Fr. John Sassani
Pastor
2

Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative

Joy - A Christmas Reflection
JOY!
...Found on Christmas cards, on lighted signs in town centers, in glitter on wrapping paper.
...Seen in the faces of our children, in the greeting of a beloved friend or family member.
...Experienced in our hearts as we grasp the immensity of this great gift of the Savior to our
broken world.
“You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing.” (Isaiah 9:3)
Do we feel joyful on this Christmas Day? Even if some feelings are on the opposite end of the
spectrum, can we feel the resonance of this divine joy echo
throughout our lives, in our daily work, in our prayer and
relationships? How do we keep the joy of the Nativity active
and present in our lives beyond this one celebration?
During this Christmas week, we invite you to consider...
In the coming weeks, we offer you the opportunity to
reflect on a Spiritual Christmas Tree. This tree offers you
a path to experiencing joy more deeply, to meet Christ in
the midst of your joy, and to allow that joy to overflow
throughout your life. We start at the bottom of the tree:
gifts
- What spiritual gifts have you been given, wrapped
beautifully by God, and waiting for you this
Christmas 2017?
- How has God opened your heart to feel true joy?
- Through your losses or struggles this year, is
it possible to see the grace and beauty of God
working by your side and perhaps bringing you
to a deeper appreciation of divine joy?
We invite you to take time this Christmas
week to unwrap the gifts that God has
given to each – unique gifts. Sense
God’s delight in seeing you
discover what new life – and joy –
these gifts bring to you. Kindle
that grace and love into your
day, your celebration, and bask in
the glow of great rejoicing
found under your spiritual tree.
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What brings
you joy?
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Get to Know Our Community...
Altar Servers

Bereavement Ministry

Altar servers are girls & boys and women &
men who assist the priest during Mass. It is a
very important role, but also one that is fun
and gives a whole new perspective on Mass!
Anyone who has received First Communion
and is in Grade 4 or above is welcome to
take part in this ministry.

Do you recall feeling consoled or
comforted by a friend or family
member during a difficult time in your
life? Our Bereavement Ministry seeks
to do just that for grieving families,
serving as a tangible sign of God’s
mercy and compassion.

Greeters

Some members work with families
immediately after the death of a loved
one, helping to plan the liturgy for the
funeral Mass. This personal contact
helps to ease the anxiety felt at a time
of grief. The family is encouraged to
take an active part in celebrating the
life of the deceased as readers and gift
bearers.

“If I want my parish to be more welcoming,
I need to be more welcoming!” Greeters play
such an essential role: they are a visible sign
of Christ’s embrace of every person and of
our hospitality as a community. We invite all
people to consider sharing 15 minutes each
week - and we encourage families, even with
little ones, to think about helping together!

Music

Other bereavement team members
assist as cantors, altar servers, lectors,
and Eucharistic Ministers during the
Funeral Mass.

If you love to sing, consider joining one of
the 6 choirs within our community. Adults,
children, handbells, and contemporary. We’d
love to have your voice join our harmony!

Coffee Hour & Hospitality

Baptism Team

On Sunday mornings after the 9:00am Mass
at Sacred Heart and after the 10:00am Mass
at Our Lady’s,(when volunteers are available)
all are invited to join us for coffee, donuts,
and juice. Volunteers are needed to host each
week. For a small amount of time and a little
effort, one can enjoy the satisfaction of
contributing to an important ministry that
connects people and builds relationships.

Members of this Ministry assist families at
Baptisms where a loved one is celebrating
the sacrament. They help make families feel
welcome and comfortable and ensure that
the Baptism goes smoothly. What a joy to
play even a small role in just a momentous
and happy occasion!

If you love meeting new people - or if you
just love coffee! - consider joining this fun
and energetic ministry.
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...this is just a sampling!
Care for the Homebound

St. Vincent de Paul

This ministry involves visiting people - in
nursing homes, hospitals, and private homes
within our parish - who are unable to attend
Mass and receive the Eucharist there.
Volunteers spend approximately 1-2 hours a
week, bi-monthly or monthly, whatever your
time allows, visiting these parishioners.

Do you have a heart for those in need?
SVDP might be for you!
The Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul (SVDP) is an international Catholic
organization of lay people. The mission of
our group is to help those in need
throughout the Greater Newton community,
primarily assisting with shelter, food and
clothing. The group also organizes food and
clothing drives and assists with Christmas,
Easter and Thanksgiving meal drives.

Ministers of Care serve as vital connections
between the parish community and the sick
and the homebound. Ministers of Care bring
the spiritual and healing comfort of the
Lord, and, themselves, receive personal
spiritual enrichment. Training and support
are provided.

Young Adults & Young Families

The Young Adult Group offers social,
spiritual, and service opportunities for those
in their 20s and 30s. The goal is to build
community, provide support for younger
adults in our faith communities, and help
members grow deeper in their relationships
with Christ.

Thanksgiving Drive 2017

Mass for the Sick and FaithBased Cancer Support Group

Our monthly Mass for the Sick is sponsored
by the Faith-Based Cancer Support Group of
Sacred Heart and Our Lady's. Mass, the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, and a meeting are held on the 4th Monday of every
month in Our Lady’s Lower Church Hall
starting at 6:30pm. This group is for anyone
whose life has been touched by serious illness. We walk with each other and provide
spiritual, emotional, and compassionate support for all who are experiencing cancer and
other illnesses. Our meetings consist of spiritual talks, meditation, musical presentations,
pot luck suppers, and much more.

The Young Family Ministry engages
families with young kids as they navigate
the challenge of making faith a part of
family life. This ministry offers monthly
gatherings, resources for prayer and
conversation at home, and larger events
throughout the year.

Want to get involved? Need more information about one of our activities?
Contact one of the Collaborative Staff (info on page 8).
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Collaborative News
Scripture Readings
for the Week Ahead

Boston’s first snowfall was the Komi family’s first
snowfall, ever. As the snow drifted down they were
in awe at its beauty. They laughed with delight at
what we take for granted. Later that day Paul went to
his first birthday party.
More wonderment. A six-foot artificial Christmas
tree adorns their living room, decorated with colorful
lights and balls and snowflakes (contributed by our
religious ed seventh graders). Paul and Mansy were
eager decorators. While waiting as refugees in Egypt
they had a live tree less than two feet tall.
But the greatest wonder of all awaits them at this
writing; Huda is expecting a baby daughter before
Christmas. What could be more wonderful than a
Christmastide baby!

also found at usccb.org

Sunday, December 24
2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
Monday, December 25
Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Tuesday, December 26
Acts 6:8-10; Mt 10:17-22
Wednesday, December 27
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a,2-8
Thursday, December 28
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18
Friday, December 29
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35
Saturday, December 30
1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40
Sunday, December 31
Sir 3:2-6,12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:22-40
Sunday, January 7
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a,5-6; Mt 2:1-12

Weekend Update

Are you getting the collaborative's weekly email
updates every Friday morning? The Weekend Update
delivers the four most important collaborative news
items to your inbox, so you can stay up-to-date on all
the happenings at the Sacred Heart and Our Lady's
Collaborative. It's a fast and easy read, and we have
gotten wonderful feedback from parishioners. Sign
up by emailing Brian.

Clergy Health & Retirement
Trust: Christmas Collection 2017

Pastoral Council Update

This Christmas there will be a diocese-wide
collection to benefit the Clergy Health and
Retirement Trust which cares for the needs of our
590 priests. Our priests are always there for us; they
share Christ’s good news, perform good works, and
build communities of good faith. Your support helps
care for the health and well-being in retirement. You
can show your gratitude by giving generously to the
collection. You are invited to make your gift online
at clergytrust.org or you can donate $25 through your
cell phone by texting the word PRIEST25 to 20222
(msg. and data rates may apply). Follow us on
Facebook @ClergyTrust. Thank you in advance for
your prayers and support.

Our Last Pastoral Council Meeting saw great and
relevant conversation on a variety of topics. Take a
look at everything discussed in the meeting minutes
at:http://sholnewton.org/collaborative-pastoral-plan.

Reminder: January 1 Holy Day,
No Obligation
As a reminder, January 1, the Solemnity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother God,
falls on Monday this year and so is not a
Holy Day of Obligation.

Forming Disciples in Mission:
Upcoming Workshops

Forming Disciples in Mission is a one-day or twoevening session to provide every Catholic with
a common language and tools for the work of New
Evangelization. The next workshop date is January
27 at St. Malachy parish in Burlington. You can
register for this or other upcoming workshops at
disciplesinmission.com/formingdisciples.

Masses will be celebrated at the usual
7:00am at Our Lady’s and 9:00am at
Sacred Heart.

Refugee Ministry Update
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Sacred Heart News

Our Lady’s News
Giving Tree Thank You!

Religious Education News

Religious Ed classes are on hiatus for the
Christmas break and will resume on Tuesday,
January 16, 2018. As childr en and adults alike
yearn for the joy of Christmas morning, this desire
for joy is really our search for God! God comes to us
as a baby, so we are not frightened by His majesty
and beauty. He wants us to be near Him so he can
wipe away our every tear, forgive us our sins and fill
us with His peace and joy. May the beauty and
humility of the little Child Jesus make us come close
to him in prayer and love in the manger of our hearts
this Christmas morning! "O come let us adore Him"!
~Michelle Solomon
Director of RE

Thank you to so many kind parishioners, who took
nearly 400 tags off our Giving Tree earlier this month
and then returned nearly
400 gifts - some seen in this
picture - in recent days!
Your generosity is helping
to make Christmas merry
and bright for families in
our neighborhood and
around the world. Special
thanks also to our Christian
Service Committee for
organizing this huge
undertaking. Thanks to all!

Saint Francis House

Bristol Lodge Food Request

For the month of December, we need instant coffee
and tea. You may bring in your donations at any time
this month and place them in the marked bins at the
entrances to the church. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated.

We are in need of pasta (elbow shape only, 1 pound
box) and/or 12 packs of soda for our Confirmation
Program, which serves dinner at the Bristol Lodge in
Waltham once a month as part of their service
formation. If you can help us, please drop them off in
the bins under the stairs on either side of the church
at Our Lady's. Thank you for your continued
generosity!

Hospitality Committee
Seeking New Volunteers

As you may know, the hospitality committee helps
the parish by coordinating social events related to
our parish mission. Hospitality committee volunteers
can participate in one or as many of the parish
activities they wish and in any way they like
(e.g. baking goods, helping decorate, cleaning up,
etc.). If you are interested in joining the committee,
please contact Dr. Maura Iversen at
mdiversen@verizon.net. She looks forward to
working with all current & new members.

Save the date for Saturday, January 27 - Family
Game Night is coming with fun for all ages! Board
games, face painting, and activities such as corn hole,
ring toss, bowling, basketball, and more! Also a
chance to win prizes from local vendors - JP Licks,
Discovery Museum, Newtonville Books, Bertucci’s,
Rice Valley, Christine’s Day Spa, Starbucks, Brewers
Coalition, and many more. Mark your calendars now!

Prison Visitation Opportunity

Grand Annual Collection

Family Game Night, Coming 1/27

One day each month, a small group of men and
women from the Newton Wellesley area visits
inmates at the Federal Medical Center in Devens.
Most of those visited are far from home so receive
few if any visits in the course of a year. If you might
be interested in joining us, please contact Sacred
Heart parishioner Jim Reilly for further information.
Jim can be reached at 781-237-0768.

This collection supplements our
weekly offertory and lease
revenue and is crucial to help us
meet our financial obligations.
As of December 18 we have
raised $129,575 from 313 parishioners! Our goal is
$200,000, and we need everyone to take part in order
to attain that goal. Whether you give $100 or $300,
$1,000 or $5,000, your gift will be appreciated as it
promotes the well being of Our Lady’s. Blue
donation envelopes are available at the doors of the
church. Thank you for your generous support!
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Our Collaborative

Sacred Heart

Our Lady Help of Christians

1321 Centre St, Newton Centre 02459
617-969-2248, fax 617-965-7515
Office: Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30am-1:30pm
sacredheart@sholnewton.org

573 Washington St, Newton 02458
617-527-7560, fax 617-527-1338
Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-3:30pm
ourladys@sholnewton.org

COLLABORATIVE STAFF
CLERGY
Fr. John Sassani, Pastor
jsassani@sholnewton.org, ext. 215
Fr. Dan Riley, Administrator
driley@sholnewton.org, ext. 212
Fr. Adrian Milik, Parochial Vicar
amilik@sholnewton.org, ext. 224

Brian Romer Niemiec, Pastoral Associate
bniemiec@sholnewton.org, ext. 111/220
Rosemary Seibold, Past.Assoc./Rel. Ed. Gr K-5 (OL)
rseibold@sholnewton.org, ext. 213
Michelle Solomon, Rel. Ed. (SH)
msolomon@sholnewton.org, 617-969-4031

SUPPORT STAFF

Msgr. Dennis Sheehan, Senior Priest in Res.
dsheehan@sholnewton.org, ext. 239

Michael Bliss, Finance & Operations
mbliss@sholnewton.org, ext. 226

Fr. Michael Hahn, O.S.B., Priest in Res.

Ed Desmond, Admin. Assistant (OL)
edesmond@sholnewton.org, ext. 250

Deacon Bill Koffel, Deacon
bkoffel@sholnewton.org

LAY PASTORAL LEADERSHIP
Anne Marie David, Music Director (OL)
amdavid@sholnewton.org, ext. 227
Erica Johnson, Liturgy & Music Dir. (SH)
ejohnson@sholnewton.org, ext. 120

Tony Drury, Admin. Assistant (SH)
tdrury@sholnewton.org, ext. 110/221
Gerry McGrath, Facilities (OL)
gmcgrath@sholnewton.org
David Nahabedian, Facilities (SH)
dnahabedian@sholnewton.org, ext. 127

Kristina Preman, Youth Min/ Rel. Ed. Gr 6-10 (OL)
kpreman@sholnewton.org, ext. 216
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MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil
4:00pm Our Lady’s
4:00pm Sacred Heart
Sunday
8:00am Our Lady’s
9:00am Sacred Heart
10:00am Our Lady’s
11:00am Sacred Heart (ASL)
12:00pm Sacred Heart
Lower Church
6:00pm Our Lady’s
Weekdays including Legal Holidays
Mon-Fri: 7:00am Our Lady’s
Mon-Sat: 9:00am Sacred Heart
Lower Church
Holy Days of Obligation
7:00am Our Lady’s
9:00am Sacred Heart
12:00pm Our Lady’s
7:30pm Sacred Heart

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

Every Saturday, 2:30-3:30pm, at
both churches on the lower level, or
by appointment.

Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative

Mass Schedule and Intentions
Saturday, December 23
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For A ll Deceased Parishioners

Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration &
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:30am

Christmas
For all Parishioners
Tuesday, December 26
7:00am - Our Lady’s - Bernard & Gertrude Durkin
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For the Sick of the Parish

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Adrian Milik)
Mamie Rose Orr-Mullane
Wednesday, December 27
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley)
7:00am - Our Lady’s - Dorothy Hayward
For all Deceased Members of the St. Francis Guild 9:00am - Sacred Heart - For the Poor of the Parish
Sunday, December 24
Thursday, December 28
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani)
7:00am - Our Lady’s - For A ll Military Personnel
Donald Morrison
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For all V ictim of A buse
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan)
Friday, December 29
Ernest & Isabel Magazu
7:00am - Our Lady’s - For all V ictims of A buse
4:00pm- Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani)
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For all Military Personnel
Christmas Eve Mass
Saturday, December 30
For All Parishioners
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For A ll Deceased Parishioners
4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley)
Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration &
Christmas Eve Mass
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:30am
For All Parishioners
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan)
4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley)
Christmas Eve Mass
Carmine Joseph Pasquarosa
For All Parishioners
Maria Coppola
7:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey)
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani)
Christmas Eve Mass
For All Deceased Members of the St. Francis Guild
For All Parishioners
Sunday, December 31
10:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Michael Hahn)
8:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Adrian Milik)
Christmas Eve Mass
Doris Walsh
For All Parishioners
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani)
Monday, December 25
For Deceased Members of Saint Francis Guild
12:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Adrian Milik)
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley)
Christmas
Delfino Pellegrini
For all Parishioners
11:00am- Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey)
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. John Sassani)
12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley)
Christmas
For All Parishioners
For All Parishioners
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Adrian Milik)
10:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley)
Paul Delicata

Collaborative Information
New to our Collaborative? Welcome! Please introduce
yourself after Mass or at the parish offices. We want to know
and serve you! We hope you will participate in our parishes
with your prayers, presence, talents, and stewardship according to your means.

to call the parish offices to begin the process. A program of
preparation is offered for all parents. For more information,
please visit our website.
Sacrament of Marriage: Please contact the parish offices
at least 6 months in advance. A preparation program is offered
to all couples. For more information, please visit our website.

Sacraments of Initiation: For adults interested in being
baptized, in receiving Confirmation, or in joining the Catholic
Church, please contact Fr. Adrian Milik; for high school Confirmation only, contact Michelle Solomon at Sacred Heart or
Kristina Preman at Our Lady's; for older children to be baptized or to receive Holy Communion, contact Michelle Solomon at Sacred Heart or Rosemary Seibold at Our Lady's.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: We are most eager to help anyone who cannot celebrate Mass with us in church. If you wish
to receive the Sacraments of the Anointing of the Sick, Eucharist, or Reconciliation, please call the parish offices. Please
also notify us of hospitalizations, so that we may be of help.
Saint Vincent de Paul Society: For more information,
email svdp@sholnewton.org or call 617-527-7560 x255.

Infant Baptisms: Infant Baptisms are celebrated at Mass
or on special Sundays throughout the year. Parents are asked
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