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“Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace  

                                         to those on whom his favor rests!” 
 

The Nativity of the Lord                                                                    

Sacred Heart & Our Lady’s Collaborative 

Newton, MA 
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Welcome and Merry Christmas from Fr. John Sassani... 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Once again we celebrate the light of 
the world coming into our world. 
Jesus is that light! “Every good and 
perfect gift comes from above” (James 
1:17) and is a sign of God’s infinite 
love for us and for the whole world.  
 

Jesus comes in the quiet of our hearts, 
in the joy of our homes, in the love of 
family and friends, and in the 
welcomed stranger.  
 

He is the reason for the season and 
for everything that leads us to the 
Father. In the midst of our 
celebrations, may we experience the 
love of Christ, born in a manger on 
that first Christmas Day, and echo 
with the angels: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to people 
of good will.” 
 

May our experience of His love in our 
midst lead us to the peace and joy of 
God’s kingdom. Merry Christmas!   
 

-Fr. John Sassani, Pastor 
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Clergy Health and 
Retirement Trust 2018 

Among the gifts you give this Christmas season, 
please consider contributing to a special Christmas 
collection for the health and well-being of the 580 
active and senior priests in good standing in our  
Archdiocese. Amid these difficult times for our 
Church, our hardworking priests need your support 
now more than ever. Please take this opportunity to 
say thank you to all the priests, including our senior 
priests, who have devoted their lives to our 
Church...and to all of us. To donate online, please 
visit clergytrust.org or text the word PRIEST25 to 
20222 to donate $25. Msg. and data rates may apply. 
Visit clergytrust.org for a heartwarming testimony 
from a family about our priests. 

Have You Lost Someone You 
Love? Grief Support Group 

The death of a loved one is unlike any other 
loss. Whether the death was sudden and tragic or one 
with warning and preparation, the reality of death 
leaves most of us shocked, confused, and sad. These 
feelings may last for years. Grieving people need 
time and space to honor their grief. Your loss may be 
recent, or it may be years ago.  
 

Sacred Heart & Our Lady’s Collaborative has 
developed a program to help you and yours start the 
healing process. We offer two 6-week workshops 

each year with a monthly drop-in group in between 
sessions. The next 6-week session will begin after 
Easter. Until then, you are invited to drop in on the 
first Sunday of the month; no registration is required, 
and the group is open to all.  
 

Monthly sessions will meet at Our Lady’s in the 
McPherson Room (Lower Level, just off the entrance 
from the parking lot) Sundays 11:15am-12:15pm, on 
January 6, February 3, March 3, and April 7. 

For more information, please contact Kate Neal at 
617-527-7560 x219, kneal@sholnewton.org. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation 
Are you an adult who has not yet celebrated the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, or do you know someone 
who is? There are two options for those who may be 
interested in exploring preparation for the Sacrament.  
1. Individual preparation through our Collaborative, 

with a schedule that will reflect your own 
availability and needs. 

2. A group class offered by the West Region of the 
Archdiocese (of which we are a part). These 
seven sessions will be held on Wednesdays: 
February 6, 13, 20, 27 and March 6, 13, 20. All 
sessions will be 7:00-8:15pm at Good Shepherd 
Parish (Saint Zepherin’s Parish Center), 99 Main 
St, Wayland.  

If you would like to take part in either option, please 
contact Brian Romer Niemiec at 
bniemiec@sholnewton.org or 617-969-2248 ext. 111. 

New & Ongoing in Our Community 

Welcome All! 

We are truly grateful that you have joined us for the celebration of Christmas. 
Whether you were raised as a Catholic or are new to the faith, whether you 
come to Mass every week or less often, we warmly welcome you! 

We consider your presence here with us on this joyful holiday to be one of the 
greatest blessings of our ministry in our community. We’re so glad you are 
here, and we hope you will make this your spiritual home today, and that you 
will return again and again. 

Please let us know if there is anything we can do to show you Christ’s love and 
care as you are with us. You may call us at the parish office, or email us about 
any questions you have. Our contact information is at the back of the bulletin.  

We wish you a blessed Christmas season filled with great joy! 

-The Staff of the Collaborative of Sacred Heart & Our Lady’s 

mailto:kneal@sholnewton.org
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Psalm: Trace the words and 

learn to pray like Jesus! 

Learn at Mass 
We are finally singing 

Christmas carols! During 
Advent, we didn’t sing any 
Christmas song because we 
were still waiting for Jesus. 

Gospel: Happy Birthday, Jesus! 

Parish Office Holiday Closures 
Please note the following office hour changes for the 
upcoming holiday weeks: 
 
For Christmas week: Our Lady’s parish office be 
closed on December 25 and 26. It will reopen on 
Thursday, December 27, at 8:00am. The Sacred 
Heart parish office will be closed on December 24 
and 25. It will reopen on Wednesday, December 
26th at 9:30am. 
 
For New Year’s: Both parish offices will be closed 
on Tuesday, January 1, reopening at the usual hours 
on Wednesday, January 2. 

Middle School Youth Group           
Next Meeting: Friday, January 18 
We are so excited to have our new Collaborative 
Middle School Youth Group up and running! Led by 
Boston College grad students, we meet on Friday 
nights at few times a year at the MacKenzie Center at 
Sacred Heart. Our next meeting will be Friday, 
January 18, so mark your calendars. Open to all 
parishioners in Grades 6-8.  

Questions? Contact Kristina Preman at kpreman@ 
sholnewton.org or Michelle Solomon at msolomon@ 
sholnewton.org 

 

CURSILLO: An Opportunity to 
Deepen Your Faith  

Cursillo is a short course in Christianity. It is an 
encounter with Jesus Christ in a small community of 
the Church, in order to deepen your own faith and to 
strengthen your ability to be a witness of Christ in the 
world. The weekends run from Thursday evening 
through Sunday afternoon and are held at the Campion 
Center in Weston. For info or to register, visit 
bostoncursillo.org or contact Chris Graf at 617-332-
5548 or cmg829@comcast.net. 
 

The next weekends upcoming are: 
Women’s Weekend  February 28-March 3, 2019 
Men’s Weekend  April 4-7, 2019 

January 1 Holy Day: 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the Mother of God 
 

January 1 is a Holy Day of Obligation this year.  
 

Masses will be celebrated on: 
Monday, December 31, at 4:00pm at Our Lady’s 
 (Vigil) 
Tuesday, January 1, at 10:00am at Sacred Heart.  
 

There will be no 7:00am or 9:00am Daily Mass               
on Tuesday, January 1. 

mailto:cmg829@comcast.net
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Christmas plays and pageants are a common feature in many communities this time 
of year. I heard a story of a small parish which was having a Christmas pageant. The 
religious education director wanted to give everyone some part, however small. So 
she got Barry to play the innkeeper. Everyone loved Barry. He was a great kid. But 
everyone also knew that Barry wasn’t the brightest lamp on the tree. He’d have to 
work hard to learn his lines. But he got the part: he was the innkeeper. 

The ideas was simple enough: Barry would open the door, listen to Joseph explain his situation. All he had 
to say was one line: “Sorry, we’re full.” 

The play went on, and all went well. Barry listened as Joseph made his plea. “Sorry, we’re full,” he said.               
Joseph went on to plead, telling of Mary’s need for rest after a long, hard journey. “Sorry, we’re full,” Barry 
repeated. But you could hear his voice begin to waver. The conviction was not so strong. 

Joseph and Mary turned away, disappointed. Just as they headed across the stage into the night, our                   
innkeeper’s resolve collapsed completely. “Wait!” we heard him shout, “you can have my room!” 

There’s a good deal of the Christmas gospel in that little tale. Here’s a heart full of generosity, nearly bro-
ken at the idea of turning away a needy couple. Can’t you just imagine the troupe of pageant directors                         
panicking as Barry took the tale in a whole new direction? 

In the end, of course, there was not a dry eye in the house. The audience witnessed one of those unique     
moments that only grace and generosity can create. 

Sure, Barry didn’t follow the script. But our little innkeeper gave everyone a fleeting glimpse into a heart 
transformed by the coming of Jesus Christ. St. Paul tells us that, in Jesus, the grace of God appears. Barry 
tells us that, in hearts attuned to the heart of Jesus, grace is still appearing, in that generous and giving              
behavior Christmas continues to engender. Against the background of a scary economy and a recession 
that has seen lots of job loss, look at how the grace of God is still appearing. 

Those bell ringers with stories of their own turn out in cold and snow to collect for others poorer than 
they. Our parishioners this year have collected hundreds of toys and articles of clothing. Your goodness 
made it all possible. Volunteers went to shelters and food banks to prepare and distribute tons of food. 

Don’t forget the dollars that slipped out of your wallets to church and charity, to street people and                       
charitable appeals. You yourselves have been – even this difficult Christmas – what St. Paul would call “the 
grace of God appearing.” It’s all around us. It’s the errand run for an elderly neighbor. You put up with              
constant chatter of your garrulous cousin. Are these things too little? Remember that the child of                       
Bethlehem – God’s grace appearing –came among us small and poor, a wanderer and homeless. God’s                 
appearing in our world is often like Christmas, small and negligible. If eternity comes tonight into our 
world nestled in an infant’s blanket, doesn’t that say that no gift, no deed is too small to bear the                      
overwhelming power of Christ’s transforming love? 

The message? Focus at Christmas on the smallest joy and the littlest gifts. These are all signs to you and 
me – and the whole earth with us – that come from the joy and grace of God. With that in mind, this is my     
prayer: 

God grant you the light of Christmas which is faith, 
The warmth of Christmas which is love, 
The radiance of Christmas which is purity, 
The hope of Christmas which is forgiveness, 
The belief of Christmas which is truth, 
The all of Christmas which is Christ. 

For all the Barrys this year, in whom grace has once again appeared, let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God. 

Msgr. Dennis Sheehan 
Homily Given on Christmas Day, 2008 
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Sacred Heart News 
Instant Coffee & Tea Needed 

In December, we are collecting instant coffee and tea. 
Donations can be dropped off during the week in the 
lower elevator lobby OR at weekend Masses in either 
the elevator lobby or the upper church foyer at Sacred 
Heart  

Religious Education News 
Advent is the time set aside in the Catholic Church to 
ponder and prepare for the great mystery of God 
having becoming one of us. He comes as a little child 
so we will not be frightened by His majesty and 
power, but instead we are drawn to want to love 
Him. Take time to wonder how God comes to live 
with us in a cave for animals! But we are the real 
dwelling place that Christ comes to stay in. During 
Advent, we encourage the students to make their 
heart a home for Christ by befriending someone who 
stands alone, letting others go first at school, or 
apologizing when we have been selfish.  
 

On Christmas Day, we celebrate how Jesus came to 
live in us but also to await the day He takes us to live 
with Him forever. Don’t miss out on the wonder! 
Light the Advent wreath and pray “O come O come 
Emmanuel”! Our students have spent time writing 
cards to those who are homebound, so those who 
receive them will know that “God is with us” this 
Christmas! 
 

Religious Ed classes will resume on January 
15. Religious Ed teachers will attend a workshop on 
Sunday, January 6, 6:30-8:30pm in the Convent. 
 

First Reconciliation will be celebrated on 
Saturday, January 26, 12:00-1:30pm in the Lower 
Church. Please mark your calendars.  
 

~Michelle Solomon, Dir. of RE 
 

Saturday Adoration End Time 
Changes to 10am  

Saturday Adoration end time changes to 10:00am at 
Sacred Heart beginning in January. What is not 
changed? The Saturday 9:00am Mass continues. 
Adoration and Benediction following that Mass 
continues. What changes? The time of Benediction 
moves from 10:30am to 10:00am so that priest will 
be able to celebrate a 10:30am funeral. Note, folks 
who wish to remain after 10:00am and adore Jesus in 
the tabernacle are warmly welcomed to do so. Thank 
you for understanding this decision caused by the 
priest shortage and made after consultation. – Fr. Dan 

Advent Gift Giving Celebration and Thank You! 

We want to thank all who generously gave to the family shelters that requested Christmas gifts this year! You 
fulfilled that special request and even gave above and beyond what was asked for! You can rejoice knowing 
your gifts will put smiles on many faces this Christmas. We would like to give a special thanks to Isabel Al-
brecht and Margaret Norman for gathering the gifts and to our Confirmation students for bagging and cleaning 
the MacKenzie Center. Our Confirmation students—Isabel Frassica, Liam Fitzpatrick, Phillip Martins, Paxton 
Volpe, Maverick Perez, and David Maciejuk– are commended for their strength, joyful attitude, patience, and 
willingness to do anything to help at this event!  They were the last to leave, and we could not have done it 
without them!   
          -Martin and Michelle Solomon 
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Our Lady’s News 

Bristol Lodge Food Request 
We are in need of jarred tomato sauce and 12-packs of 
soda for our Confirmation Program, which prepares 
and serves dinner for residents of Bristol Lodge in 
Waltham once a month as part of their service 
formation. If you can help us, please drop items off in 
the lift-top bins under the stairs on either side of the 
church. Thanks to your generosity, we do not need 
any elbow pasta for  the time being. Thank you!  

Invitation to Serve 
Would you like to become more involved in the Our  
Lady’s community? Consider serving as a Eucharistic 
Minister, Lector, or Greeter at Mass. We are in need 
of volunteers at all Masses. We are happy to have 
you serve according to your availability, whether that 
is every week or once a month. For more information, 
please contact Maribeth Scott at 617-469-8110 or 
mbskis@yahoo.com. 

 
Congratulations and welcome to the 

following new members of our Catholic 
family, who were baptized at Our Lady's 
since June 23rd through December 16th 

 

In Gratitude for Your Generosity and Compassion 
As we celebrate Christmas, we must thank all those 
who have graciously donated toys, clothing, gift 
cards, money, and groceries for meals to children, 
elders, and families in need. Through your 
generosity, you have truly acted as the hands, feet, 
and heart of Christ and made Christmas a little 
brighter for those in need. Thank you! 

A huge thank you is also due to our Christian 
Service Committee, who organize The Giving Tree 
each year, and to St. Vincent de Paul, who helped in 
a big way at the meal distribution for needy 
families. 

We are so grateful to and for all of you! 

  -The Our Lady’s Parish Staff 

Then the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun-
gry?...’And [he] will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least...of mine, you did for me.’  -Mt 25:37a, 40b 

 
Photos 
from 
our 

October 
service 

Daniel Barrett 

Michael Bourgeois 

Liliana Cardoza 

Verenna Choi 

Dante Christman 

Beatrice Congdon 

Alejandra Davila 

Francesca DeAngelis 

Angelina DeMaio 

Andrew Doucette 

Daniel Drakos 

Adrian Gjeluci 

Lilyana Gjeluci 

Aubrey Jacobs 

Michael Jirichian 

Emmet Lai 

Maximus Leech 

Jacob Li 

Anastasia Loftus 

Ana Maciel-Stamper 

Kira Martino 

Wesley Neal 

Leo Pellegrini 

Anthony Penta 

Leo Pescosolido 

Thomas Santarpio 

Madeline Stilling 

Baylor Sullivan 

Harper Travers 

Cameron Trotta 

Adriana Vasquezi 

Adaline Zegarelli 

mailto:mbskis@yahoo.com


Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative 

8 

Our Collaborative 

Sacred Heart 
1321 Centre Street 

Newton Centre 02459 

617-969-2248 

Fax: 617-965-7515 

Office: Mon-Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

sacredheart@sholnewton.org 

Our Lady        
Help of Christians 

573 Washington Street 

Newton 02458 

617-527-7560 

Fax: 617-527-1338 

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-3:45pm 

ourladys@sholnewton.org 

COLLABORATIVE STAFF 

CLERGY 

Fr. John Sassani, Pastor            

jsassani@sholnewton.org, ext. 215                

Fr. Dan Riley, Administrator     

driley@sholnewton.org, ext. 229                                              

Msgr. Dennis Sheehan, Senior Priest in Res. 

dsheehan@sholnewton.org, ext. 239                

Fr. Michael Hahn, O.S.B., Pr iest in Res. 

Deacon Bill Koffel, Deacon  

bkoffel@sholnewton.org 
 

Deacon Ramesh Richards, Deacon 

frrichra@bc.edu          

LAY PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 

Anne Marie David, Music Director  (OL) 

amdavid@sholnewton.org, ext. 227 

Erica Johnson, Liturgy & Music Dir . (SH) 

ejohnson@sholnewton.org, ext. 120                        

Kate Neal,  Pastoral Associate 

kneal@sholnewton.org, ext. 219              

Kristina Preman, Youth Min./Rel. Ed. Gr 6-10 (OL) 

kpreman@sholnewton.org, ext. 216      

Brian Romer Niemiec, Pastoral Associate 

bniemiec@sholnewton.org, ext. 111  

Rosemary Seibold, Past.Assoc./Rel.Ed. Gr K-5 (OL) 

rseibold@sholnewton.org, ext. 213          

Michelle Solomon, Rel. Ed. (SH) 

msolomon@sholnewton.org, 617-969-4031 

SUPPORT STAFF 

Ginny Arpino, Asst. to Rel Ed (OL) & Pastoral Team          

garpino@sholnewton.org, ext.221 

Michael Bliss, Finance & Operations  

mbliss@sholnewton.org, ext. 226  

Ed Desmond, Admin. Assistant (OL) 

edesmond@sholnewton.org, ext. 250 

Gerry McGrath, Facilities (OL) 

gmcgrath@sholnewton.org                         

Sioux Mont, Admin. Assistant (SH)                  

smont@sholnewton.org, ext.110 

David Nahabedian, Facilities (SH) 

dnahabedian@sholnewton.org, ext. 127 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday Vigil 
4:00pm Our Lady’s 
4:00pm Sacred Heart 
 

Sunday 
8:00am  Our Lady’s 
9:00am   Sacred Heart 
10:00am  Our Lady’s 
11:00am  Sacred Heart (ASL) 
12:00pm  Sacred Heart  
   Lower Church 
6:00pm   Our Lady’s 
 

Weekdays including Legal Holidays 
Mon-Fri: 7:00am Our Lady’s 
Mon-Sat: 9:00am Sacred Heart    
   Lower Church 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

7:00am Our Lady’s 
9:00am Sacred Heart 
12:00pm Our Lady’s 
7:30pm Sacred Heart  
 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday, 2:30-3:30pm, at 
both churches on the lower level, or 
by appointment. 

New to our Collaborative? Welcome! Please introduce 
yourself after Mass or at the parish offices. We want to 
know and serve you! We hope you will participate in our 
parishes with your prayers, presence, talents, and steward-
ship according to your means. 

Sacraments of Initiation: For  adults interested in Bap-
tism, Confirmation, or joining the Catholic Church, please 
contact Brian Romer Niemiec; for high school Confirma-
tion, contact Michelle Solomon at Sacred Heart or Kristi-
na Preman at Our Lady's; for older children to be baptized 
or to receive Holy Communion, contact Michelle Solo-
mon at Sacred Heart or Rosemary Seibold at Our Lady's. 

Infant Baptisms: Infant Baptisms are celebrated at 
Mass or on special Sundays throughout the year. Parents 
are asked to call the parish offices to begin the process. A 

program of preparation is offered for all parents. For more 
information, please visit our website. 

Sacrament of Marriage: Please contact the par ish of-
fices at least 6 months in advance. A preparation program 
is offered to all couples. For more information, please 
visit our website. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick: We are most eager  to help 
anyone who cannot celebrate Mass with us in church. If 
you wish to receive the Sacraments of the Anointing of 
the Sick, Eucharist, or Reconciliation, please call the par-
ish offices. Please also notify us of hospitalizations, so 
that we may be of help. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society: For  more information, 
email svdp@sholnewton.org or call 617-527-7560 x255. 
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Mass Schedule and Intentions  
Priests’ schedule is subject to change 

  

 In your prayers, please remember 

all who have died, especially our loved ones who  

have died since last Christmas. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
May they experience the new life  

promised by Christ’s Paschal victory. 

Scripture Readings for the Week 
also found at usccb.org 

 

25 Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 
1:18-25 

  Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
  Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
  Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
26 Wed Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 
27 Thu 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
28 Fri 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18 
29 Sat 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35 
30 SUN Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 

2:41-52 

Monday, December 24—Christmas Eve 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 For All Parishioners 

4:00pm - Sacred Heart  (Fr. Michael Hahn 

 For All Parishioners 

6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 For All Parishioners 

7:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 

 For All Parishioners 

10:00pm - Sacred Heart (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 

 For All Parishioners 
 

Tuesday, December 25—Christmas 

12:00am Midnight - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 For All Parishioners 

10:00am - Our Lady’s  (Fr. John Sassani) 

 For All Parishioners 

10:00am - Sacred Heart  (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 

 For All Parishioners 
 

Wednesday, December 26 

7:00am - Our Lady’s -  For All Victims of Abuse 

9:00am - Sacred Heart - Jaehee Yang 
 

Thursday, December 27 

7:00am - Our Lady’s - For  the Sick of the Par ish  

9:00am - Sacred Heart - James Pearse Kilcuen 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, December 28 

7:00am - Our Lady’s - For  the Poor  of the Par ish  

9:00am - Sacred Heart - Lucy Sancuk 
 

Saturday, December 29 

9:00am - Sacred Heart - For  A Special Intention  

Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration & 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:30am 

 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley)  

 Maria Coppola 

4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani)  

 Osbourne W. McConathy 
 

Sunday, December 30—Feast of the Holy Family 

 8:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 Glen Mackery 

9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani) 

 Deceased Members of the Parish 

10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 Michael Annis 

11:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 

 Deceased Members of the Parish 

12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 Barbara & Maureen Nyhen 

6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Michael Hahn) 

 Pierre & Alix Deguise 

 Felipe, Mercedes, Sonia & Jorge Lopez 

 


