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New & Ongoing in Our Community 

From Fr. Dan, Pastor 
Dear Friends, 

     Welcome everyone! I hope you feel at home here. We are 
delighted you chose to come to Mass with us today. Keep up the 
good work. 

     Safe and Secure in Jesus’ Love: “Abide in my love” (Jn 
15:9). He wants to show you his love, not only every now and 
then, but he wants you to abide in his love forever. You can 
abide in Jesus, as he abides in the Father. As he has his home in 
the Father, so you can have your home in God’s love. After all, 
it is from his love that you have come forth. Every human being 
longs to return to his or her origin. Jesus did too: “I came from 
the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the 
world and am going to the Father” (Jn 16:28). We, who have 
gone out from God, want to go back to him. God is our deepest 
existential longing. The security of the womb is an image of the 
genuine security to be found only in God. The mother, who 
carries and gives birth to her child represents God, he who is the 
original life-giver of all that exists. The true security is found 
only in him, a security that lasts forever.” -- Fr. Wilfrid 
Stinissen, S.J. 

     “Who am I to put boundaries on God’s forgiveness? If 
God had put boundaries on His grace and mercy to me, when 
would enough have been enough?” 

     “You cannot do a kindness too soon because you never 
know how soon it will be too late.” 

     Question posed: “Do we do an increase the offertory 
collection appeal yearly?” No. The recommended “best 
practice” is that we do such a project infrequently (much less 
than yearly), but, when we do it, we are candid and transparent 
in asking for the financial backing needed to support God’s 
pastoral work in our respective parishes. (THANK YOU SO 
MUCH for responding to the request to support Sacred Heart 
and Our Lady’s!) 

     Sports: My heart is broken over the Pats losing to the Texans 
while the Ravens beat SF, meaning the Ravens have the #1 seed 
in the playoffs, for now. We have a tough challenge with the 
Chiefs this weekend. Will our offense wake up? The Bruins are 
awesome. The Celts are good. BC football fired its coach.  

Love and God bless you,  
 Fr. Dan 

Christmas Caroling at the Weeks House, 
Followed by Cookies, Cocoa & Open Gym! 

This Friday, December 13, 7:00-9:00pm. Parishioners from both 
parishes welcome! 

Please join us first at The Weeks House (7 Hereward Rd, Newton 
Centre) to help spread cheer to some of our homebound 
parishioners. Our group will gather in the lobby of this facility 
at 7:00pm and stay for approximately 30-45 minutes to visit and 
carol for several of our parishioners. 

After caroling, we will head to the MacKenzie Center at Sacred 
Heart Parish for Cocoa, Cookies and Open Gym! If you can’t 
make it by 7:00pm for caroling, please just join us at the 
MacKenzie Center at 8:00pm. 

Note: No drop off of children without adult supervision. Families 
are responsible for their own transportation from the Weeks 
House to the MacKenzie Center. 

Upcoming Speakers in Our  
Young Adult Speaker Series 

If you are in your 20s or 30s, you’re invited on Thursday nights 
to hear a speaker and to socialize with other young adults. All 
talks are held in Our Lady’s Lower Church and start at 7:00pm. 
Following the presentation, all attendees are invited to join us 
just down the road at Tommy Doyle’s pub to discuss and 
socialize. 

December 12: “Ruach Elohim - Breath, Christianity, and 
Neuroscience” with Michael C. “Mookie” Manalili. Mookie is 

fascinated by questions prompted by experiences of suffering, 
meaning, and transcendence, asked by the Mystery of Life itself. 
He is currently a dual Masters student at Boston College, 
studying Clinical Social Work and Systematic Theology. He 
splits his time serving as a therapist in training, assisting in a 
neuroscience lab, and writing on phenomenological psychology. 
He hopes to pursue doctoral studies in the field of social 
neuroscience here in Boston one day, to further explore the 
human condition, and help integrate discourse in the fields of 
philosophy, theology, and psychology. 

December 19: “The Feminine Genius” with  Melissa Kalpakgian. 
Melissa has worked to promote New Evangelization efforts in 
various regions of the country since 2003. She moved to 
Massachusetts in 2017 to work with the Archdiocese of Boston as 
they implement their Pastoral Plan, Disciples in Mission. She has 
a Bachelor of Arts in philosophy from the University of St. 
Thomas in Houston and her Master of Arts in Thomistic 
Philosophy from the Center of Thomistic Studies. 

Collaborative Playgroup 
 Attention Parents, Grandparents and Caretakers of Children 5 
and under: you are invited to join our playgroup, which meets 
Friday mornings from 11:30am-1:00pm in the McPherson Room 
of Our Lady Help of Christians. This is a laid-back playgroup; 
come for part of the time or the whole thing. McPherson is 
located in the Lower Church of Our Lady’s (just off the entryway 
from the parking lot) and is a carpeted room with plenty of toys! 
Join us December 13 and/or December 20, and invite friends (we 
won’t meet December 27, the Friday after Christmas)! 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception—This Monday, December 9 
This year, Immaculate Conception, which is celebrated on December 8, falls on Sunday. However, the Sunday feast—in this 
case, the Second Sunday of Advent—always supersedes other feasts.  

Therefore, Immaculate Conception will be celebrated tomorrow on Monday, December 9, and is not a Holy Day of                            
Obligation this year. Masses will be celebrated only at 7am at Our Lady’s and at 9am at Sacred Heart. 

The Solemnity of Immaculate Conception proclaims the doctrine that the Blessed Virgin Mary “in the first instance of her 
conception, by a singular privilege and grace granted by God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human 
race, was preserved exempt from all stain of original sin.” 
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December 8 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 
 In today’s first reading, Isaiah presents a hope-filled picture of 
the Kingdom that Christ came to establish. Pray the Our Father 
each day this week and, as you do so, pray for the grace to notice 
the glimpses of the Kingdom that are springing up around you—
acts of welcome, of kindness, of mercy, and of love.  

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from our Collaborative Pastoral Council meeting on 
Tuesday, November 5, are now posted online at https://
www.sholnewton.org/pastoralcouncil. There is also a photo 
listing of all current council representatives posted there. 

Fair Trade Craft Sale December 15 
Sponsored by our Collaborative Justice and Peace Committee, 
beautiful, artisan products - handmade by “Tantakuna,” a 
women’s group in Bolivia - will be sold next Sunday, December 
15, after the 9am Mass during coffee hour at Sacred Heart. Your 
fair trade purchase helps women in extreme poverty generate 
needed income for themselves and their families. Christmas tree 
ornaments and alpaca stockings, cell phone and tablet covers, 
bags, key chains, and pencils cases are among the products for 
sale. A former lay missioner with the women’s cooperative will 
join us to sell the products. She has firsthand stories of the 
entrepreneurial women! All proceeds to benefit the women, their 
children and community. Bring your holiday shopping list and 
cash (or checks)! Questions? Contact Kate Neal at 
kneal@sholnewton.org or 617-969-2248 ext. 112.  

Save the Weekend for the                              
Light of the World Retreat 

This on-site retreat will be 
held at Our Lady’s on 
MLK weekend and will 
come to Sacred Heart in 
Fall 2020. It is free of 
charge, and you’ll be able 
to sleep in your own bed at 
night! Encouraged for and 
open to parishioners of 
both Sacred Heart & Our 
Lady’s! 

The commitment to attend is: 
Friday 1/17: 7:00-9:00pm  

Saturday 1/18: 8:00am-8:00pm 
Sunday 1/19: 8:00am-8:00pm 
Monday 1/20: 6:30-9:30pm 

Please know that we believe what you will gain                               
from attending the Light of the World retreat will                               

far outweigh your investment in time and commitment. 

For more information or to register contact Kate Neal at 617-527-
7560 ext.219 or kneal@sholnewton.org. 

Refugee Ministry: Volunteer Tutor  
Needed for Second Grader  

The Komi family’s two oldest children - Paul and Mansy - are 
enrolled in school in Mission Hill. Paul is getting ready for high 
school and looking at his choices with help from Peg Morrison, a 
member of our Collaborative POWIR Ministry. Mansy is in 
second grade and struggling with his math and reading. Anne 
Fitzgerald of the POWIR Ministry has been working with 
Mansy’s teacher and family, who now feel a tutor is needed to 
help Mansy progress in his reading and math. If you have some 
extra time and could help Mansy on a Saturday or Sunday, that 
would be so appreciated. Please contact Anne Fitzgerald for more 

information about the tutoring at 781-929-9892. Any volunteers 
will need to be CORIed (background check) and trained in 
Protecting God’s Children. And thank you all for your 
continuous support for the Collaborative POWIR Ministry! 

Adult Confirmation Preparation 
Are you an adult who has not yet celebrated the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, or do you know someone who is? It is never too 
late to be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit! We invite those 
interested in exploring preparation for Confirmation to reach out. 
There are two options for those who may be interested in 
exploring preparation for the Sacrament: 

1. Individual preparation through our Collaborative, with a 
schedule that will reflect your own availability and needs. 

2. A group class offered by the West Region of the Archdiocese 
(of which we are a part). These six sessions will be held on 
Tuesday nights in Spring 2020: March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, and 
April 7. All sessions will be 7:00-8:30pm at St. Zepherin Parish 
Center, 99 Main St, Wayland. 

If you would like to learn more or take part in either option, 
please contact Nick Frega at 617-969-2248 ext. 111 or 
nfrega@sholnewton.org. 

Care for Creation: Gift-Giving 
During Advent, we spend a lot of time, energy, and money 
buying Christmas gifts. Here are some questions to help us lower 
our carbon emissions, and help our warming earth and its people: 

1) Can I buy local, from a local business or even a local producer 
of goods? 2) Can I give a refurbished or second-hand product? 
It’s a way to recycle. 3) Can I buy a practical product? What does 
this person really need? 4) Can I give an experience, like tickets 
to a play or concert, tuition for a class, or time spent together on 
something we both enjoy? 5) If buying online, can I plan my 
purchases to group them together for shipping in one box? And 
can I avoid getting fast or rush shipping, which creates a lot of 
extra carbon emissions? 6) Can I support a cause I care about? I 
could either give a donation in someone’s honor, or buy gifts that 
help poor producers raise much-needed income.  

Two examples within our Collaborative:  
1) This weekend, Honduran coffee is on sale at Our Lady’s, 
produced by growers from our sister parish, San Marcos.  
2) Next weekend, on Sunday, December 15, after Sacred Heart’s 
9:00am Mass, beautiful crafts made by a Bolivian women’s 
group will be on sale. 
In both cases, the proceeds go directly to the producers! 

Want to Receive the Weekend Update                
and Bulletin by Email? 

Are you getting the Collaborative's weekly email updates each 
Friday? The Update delivers the most important Collaborative 
news items to your inbox, so you can stay up-to-date on all the 
happenings at Sacred Heart and Our Lady's. It's a fast and easy 
read, and we’ve gotten wonderful feedback from parishioners. 
Sign up by emailing Sioux at smont@sholnewton.org. 

You can also get the bulletin delivered by email each week. Visit 
http://pilotbulletins.net/sign-up/, and scroll down to either Our 
Lady’s or Sacred Heart (listed alphabetically by parish name) and 
select the “sign up” button. 

Marriage Banns 
Sacred Heart & Our Lady’s Collaborative is pleased to 

announce the following upcoming marriage: 

Carolyn Carver and Matthew Giorgio 

mailto:kneal@sholnewton.org
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Fr. John Sassani 
Homily Given on December 9, 2007 

Second Sunday of Advent—Liturgical Year A 

Homily reflections are also available each week online at www.sholnewton.org/godeeper 

At one point in my life, I took a vacation to the Grand Tetons in Wyoming. I was astounded by the natural 
beauty and by the amazingly abundant wildlife – elk, bears, moose, wolves, buffalo, eagles, and fish. We 
saw all sorts of hazard signs, warning us to their presence, but had no problems. On our last day, we went 
rafting on the Snake River – this was a scenic ride, not whitewater! – and we were placidly floating along. 
All of a sudden, an eagle came out of nowhere and grabbed a trout from the river. That fish went from 
wildlife to dinner in one fell swoop. 

The eagle acted on its instinct – and the Prophet Isaiah noticed the predator-prey relationship in our 
world. He noticed this instinct but still looked forward to the day when eagles and trout will be friends, 
along with the wolves and the sheep, and with all other unnatural friendship pairs. 

John the Baptist was familiar with the wilderness too – in both the desert and city versions. In the desert, 
he saw animals’ instincts that were threatening and overwhelming. He saw the same in the city of Jerusa-
lem; as long as John proclaimed the hard truths, he provoked the instinctive wrath of King Herod. In both 
places, the Word of the Lord encouraged John and made him steadfast. And in turn, he called people to 
conversion. 

His message stripped away all the pretense and made manifest the disordered instincts of his listeners. 
But, more importantly, he promised a savior who would make manifest the thoughtful, heartfelt, stead-
fast love of God and remake us as people who are thoughtful, heartfelt, and loving – like God. 

Therefore, let us ask ourselves – what instincts in us run contrary to the Kingdom? Too busy to pray? In-
attentive to the Sacred Scriptures? Holding grudges that facilitate hatred? Self-centeredness in any of its 
forms?  

Advent calls us to the desert – to the wilderness where we can see the instincts that run contrary to the 
Gospel. We discover in the wilderness that we can’t save ourselves from our basic instincts, but that 
Christ will help us live in harmony with God and with neighbor. 

Christ in the desert may be calling us today – not to the first Baptism with water but to the second bap-
tism – Penance – so that we can turn down the instincts and turn up the virtues in our lives, so that we 
can contribute to the coming of Kingdom. 

Collaborative Photo Album 
Take a look at all the great things that have been going on in our community these last few weeks! 

Collaborative Pastoral Associates, past 
and present, after a Mass celebrated for 

Fr. John Sassani in his hometown of 
Swampscott on November 23 

Thanksgiving meal distribution for families 
in need, at Our Lady’s on November 26 

First Sunday of Advent was marked 
at Sacred Heart on December 1, 
with one candle lit on the wreath 
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Beyond Our Walls 
Christmas Pop Concert 

Saint Paul Church of Wellesley presents “A Christmas Pop 
Concert” this Sunday, December 8, at 2:00pm. This festive 
program will include seasonal favorites with special guest 
soloists Rev. James Laughlin, Pastor and Rev. Robert J. 
Blaney, Parochial Vicar (and our former Parochial Vicar!). 
The audience will be invited to sing along with the choir 
and orchestra in such favorites as “O Come All Ye 
Faithful” and “The First Noel”. For more information, call 
781-235-1060. Saint Paul’s is located at 502 Washington 
St, Wellesley. 

Volunteers Desperately Needed  
at Maristhill in Waltham 

Maristhill Nursing & Rehab is seeking volunteers with 
open hearts and friendly smiles to serve the elderly 
population there through friendly visits, distributing Holy 
Eucharist, transporting residents to and from the chapel for 
Mass, and ministering at Mass. Mass is celebrated Sunday 
through Friday at 11:00am. For more information or to sign 
up, contact Janet Hutchison, Director of Mission and 
Spiritual Care, at 781-893-0240 ext. 25. 

Ministers of Care Needed at  
St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center 

Would you be willing to visit St. Elizabeth Medical Center 
once a week only? You will be easily trained to offer Holy 
Communion to our patients! If interested, please call Fr. 
Salamone at 617-789-2609 or Elli Goeke at 617-789-2093. 
Thank you! 

 
 

FIAT for Discerning Women 
Fiat is a discernment group for single women considering a 
vocation to religious life in the Catholic Church. For 
information, contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ at 
marian.batho@csjboston.org. Check out their Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/FiatForDiscerningWomen. 

Transformed in Love Marriage Prep 
Transformed in Love Marriage Prep is the Archdiocesan 
program for marriage preparation. For upcoming 2019-
2020 dates, locations, and registration information, visit 
www.bostoncatholic.org/transformedinlove or contact Liz 
Cotrupi at ecotrupi@rcab.org. 

Ignatian Volunteer Corps New England 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New England, a yearlong 
volunteer opportunity for women and men 50 years of age 
and better, is recruiting volunteers for the upcoming 
(September to June) year. Volunteers give two full days/
week of service and commit to a monthly spiritual 
reflection program in the Jesuit tradition. IVC works with 
nonprofits in the Boston/Worcester/Providence areas that 
address problems of homelessness, education, immigration 
and more. Get info and application by contacting regional 
director Dave Hinchen at newengland@ivcusa.org or check 
out the IVC New England website www.ivcusa.org/new-
england.  

©2019 TJB catholickidsbulletin.com 

Psalm: Trace the words and 

learn to pray like Jesus! 

Learn at Mass 
Find the Advent wreath 
in your church. Which 

candles are lit 
today? Color the 
wreath & candles.  

Gospel: John the Baptist baptized people so that they were ready 

to see God. He said, “Prepare the Way of the Lord.” 

John the 
Baptist might 
have used a 

shell like this to 
baptize people. 

Solve the 
maze 

through 
the shell.  

 

mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org
http://www.bostoncatholic.org/transformedinlove%3B
mailto:ecotrupi@rcab.org
mailto:newengland@ivcusa.org
http://www.ivcusa.org/new-england
http://www.ivcusa.org/new-england
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Sacred Heart News 
Religious Education News 

Our classes will take time this week to talk about how to 
make room for Jesus to born in our hearts on Christmas 
Day. During Advent, we could “make room” by 
befriending someone who is standing alone, letting others 
go before us in the lunch line, or apologizing when we 
have been selfish. This week, our students will “make 
room” by creating beautiful Christmas Ccards for the 
homebound and for those in nursing homes, to let those 
who receive them know that “God Is With Us”! Religious 
Education classes end for 2019 this Tuesday, December 
10, and will resume on January 14, 2020. CCD teachers 
will attend a workshop on Sunday, January 5. 

Blessed Advent! 
Michelle Solomon, Dir of RE 
msolomon@sholnewton.org 
617-969-4031 

Sacred Heart Celebrates  
Bambinelli Sunday!  

On the Third Sunday of Advent, next Sunday, December 
15, we invite parishioners young and old to bring the 
Christchild figurine from their home nativity set to be 
blessed during the 9:00am Mass. This practice of blessing 
the Christchild (the “Bambinelli”) was initiated by St. 
Pope John Paul II many years ago and remains an annual 
tradition in parishes around the world. Filled with the joy 
of the third week of Advent, allow this blessing to bring 
peace, sanctity, and joyful anticipation into your home and 
prayer before Christmas.  

Sacred Heart Advent Party 
Gifts from our Gift Drive are being collected at the Advent 
Party this Sunday, December 8, after the Masses in the 

Mackenzie Center. Come and join the celebration of this 
season of Advent! Please contact Michelle Solomon at 617
-969-4031 or msolomon@sholnewton.org with any 
questions. 

Christmas Flowers 
Christmas flower donations will be graciously accepted to 
help decorate Sacred Heart for the holidays. If you would 
like to submit names of loved ones to be remembered in 
the memorial booklet, please print their names clearly, and 
submit them by Sunday, December 22. Names submitted 
after that date will be published in the bulletin. 

Envelopes Reminder 
Please remember to make out checks to Sacred Heart 
when giving for special envelopes unless otherwise 
specified. Thank you! 

Instant Coffee & Tea Needed 
In December, we are collecting instant coffee and tea for 
St. Francis House. Donations can be dropped off during 
the week in the lower elevator lobby or at weekend 
Masses in the elevator lobby or upper church foyer at 
Sacred Heart. 

Keep Your Loved Ones Connected! 
The Ministry of Care members gathered recently and 
would like to remind parishioners that we can visit, bring 
Communion to, and send cards and the weekly bulletin to 
homebound parishioners, keeping them in our prayers and 
keeping them lovingly connected to the parish. Monthly 
greeting cards are sent. If you think you or someone else 
would enjoy receiving a card from the parish, please 
contact the parish office and let us know. 

Every three years, the Archdiocese of Boston asks Sacred Heart to select a volunteer in our parish who “has 
served the parish well over an extended period of time and who has done so in a quiet, unassuming and,                 
perhaps unrecognized fashion.” This person then receives the Cheverus Award from Cardinal Séan at the                
Cathedral of the Holy Cross in Boston. 

This year, the staff selected Barbara Hatem 
for the award, and we are deeply grateful to 
her for her outstanding service. 

Barbara has guided the Guild of St. Francis in 
coordinating the Holly Harvest Fair for many 
years. This is one of the largest events the 
parish has, is a great builder of community 
and fun, and assists the parish financially. 
Barbara also volunteers in many other                     
ministries, and her generosity of time and 
spirit is vital to Sacred Heart. 

Please join the Sacred Heart Staff in               
congratulating Barbara, who received her award from Cardinal Séan on 

 Photo credit: George Martell   Sunday afternoon, November 24. 

Cheverus Award Recipient Barbara Hatem 

mailto:msolomon@sholnewton.org
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Our Lady’s News 

Giving Thanks 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul at Our Lady’s and the Pastoral 
Staff send out many, many thanks for the overwhelming 
generosity that 80 local families experienced as they received the 
Thanksgiving meals provided by YOU for our “neighbors in 
need”. It is truly an honor to witness this generosity of spirit here 
at Our Lady’s. And it is a reason to continue to give thanks 
beyond the holiday, for sure. Please know you made a difference 
in people’s lives. God bless you!     

We also extend our sincere thanks to Bertucci’s of Newton for 
providing us with the bread rolls for the Thanksgiving Eve Mass. 

Poinsettia Fundraiser for Workcamp 
Our Workcampers are taking orders for Christmas poinsettias. 
Poinsettias are available in two sizes for $15 or $20 each. There 
are order forms at the doors of the church this weekend. Please 
call or send in your orders by this Monday, December 9, to 
Kristina at 617-527-7560 ext.216 or kpreman@sholnewton.org. 
Plants will be available for pickup after all Masses next weekend, 
December 14 & 15. All proceeds go towards our 24th Annual 
Workcamp trip to help people in need. Thank you! 

Christmas Coffee Sale This Weekend 
Honduras Coffee is on sale after all Masses this weekend, 
December 7 & 8, just in time for Christmas gifting!  

Why do we sell Honduran coffee at Our Lady's? We are part of a 
sister parish relationship with the parish of San Marcos in 
Honduras. Our coffee sales project is a way to be in solidarity 
with the people there. Nine coffee growers, who are poor and 
have very small farms, send us their best beans, shade grown in 
the mountains using sustainable practices.  We have the coffee 
roasted two days before a sale here, and then we grind it fresh at 
the time of the sale. At $10 per pound, whole bean or ground, it is 
a bargain for premium Arabica coffee. The proceeds all go back 

to the farmers, who receive a price many times greater than their 
coffee would get in the commercial market. With this income, 
they are able to feed their families and care for and educate their 
children.  

Who knew that drinking or gifting delicious, high quality coffee 
could be an act of solidarity and justice with our brothers and 
sisters in Honduras?! 

Bambinelli Blessing Next Sunday at 10am  
This year we will be participating in the “Bambinelli Blessing”, 
celebrated on the Third Sunday of Advent, next Sunday, 
December 15. All parishioners are invited to bring the baby Jesus 
figure from their manger/creche to be blessed during the 10:00am 
Mass that day. This blessing is done in St. Peter’s Square in 
Rome and beyond. Spread the news to “bring baby Jesus to 
Church on December 15!” 

Christmas Flowers 
Christmas flower donations will be graciously accepted to help 
decorate Our Lady’s for the holidays. If you would like to submit 
names of loved ones to be remembered in the memorial booklet, 
please print their names clearly, and submit them by Sunday, 
December 22.  

Bristol Lodge Food Request  
We are in need of jarred tomato sauce (plain, traditional, or 
marinara is best) and 12-packs of soda for our Confirmation 
Program, which prepares and serves dinner at Bristol Lodge in 
Waltham once a month as part of their service formation. If you 
can help us, please drop items off in the lift-top bins under the 
stairs on either side of the church. Thanks to your generosity, we 
do not need any elbow pasta for the time being. Thank you! 

Grand Annual Collection 
The 2019-2020 Grand Annual Collection is now ongoing. 
Thank you to all who contribute to this vital collection!  

As of December 4, we have raised $68,700.   
Our goal is $200,000.  

Whether you give $100 or $300; $1,000 or $5,000, your gift 
will be appreciated as it promotes the wellbeing of Our 
Lady’s. Thank you for your generous support! 

Giving Tree Return This Weekend 
Gifts for the Giving Tree need to be returned to the church 
this weekend, December 7 & 8, in order to ensure that all distri-
butions can be made in a timely fashion before Christmas. Thank 
you all for your generosity to the less fortunate among us: the 
homeless, the disadvantaged, refugees, and persons struggling 
and ignored by society, both here and abroad. 

Christmas Church Decoration 

Come by yourself or bring a friend! Many hands make light the work!  

Help us dust and decorate our beautiful church for Christmas on Friday, 
December 20, 12:00-4:00pm. Thank you in advance for your help! 

With Christmas quickly approaching, we are in need of 
approximately 60 additional volunteers to provide meals for 
Christmas to local families in need by purchasing groceries -
 you DO NOT cook the meal!  

If you are willing to assist, please contact Rosemary at 
rseibold@sholnewton.org or 617-527-7560 ext.213. Please 
include your contact information (name, phone, and email) 
and the approximate family size for whom you are willing to 

provide. Rosemary will send all the details in writing.  

Donors are asked to purchase a main meat and all the 
trimmings and to drop them off at the Our Lady’s Parish 
Office on Sunday, December 22, between 11:00am and 
1:00pm. This outreach is being coordinated and provided by 
the parish, in conjunction with St. Vincent de Paul. 

Thank you for your willingness to share your resources with 
our neighbors in need! 

Help a Neighbor in Need at Christmas 

mailto:rseibold@sholnewton.org
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Our Collaborative 

Sacred Heart 
1321 Centre Street 

Newton Centre 02459 

617-969-2248 

Fax: 617-965-7515 

Office: Mon-Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

sacredheart@sholnewton.org 

Our Lady        
Help of Christians 

573 Washington Street 

Newton 02458 

617-527-7560 

Fax: 617-527-1338 

Office: Mon-Fri 7:45am-3:45pm 

ourladys@sholnewton.org 

COLLABORATIVE STAFF 
CLERGY 

Fr. Dan Riley, Pastor  

driley@sholnewton.org, ext. 229                                              

Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce, Parochial Vicar 

ksjoyce@sholnewton.org; ext. 215 

Msgr. Dennis Sheehan, Senior Priest in Res. 

dsheehan@sholnewton.org, ext. 239                

Fr. Bart Geger, S.J., Assisting Priest  

Deacon Bill Koffel, Deacon  

bkoffel@sholnewton.org 

LAY PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 

Anne Marie David, Music Director (OL) 

amdavid@sholnewton.org, ext. 227 

Nick Frega, Pastoral Associate 

nfrega@sholnewton.org, ext.111 

Erica Johnson, Liturgy & Music Dir. (SH) 

ejohnson@sholnewton.org, ext. 120  

Kate Neal,  Pastoral Associate 

kneal@sholnewton.org, ext. 219    

 

Kristina Preman, Youth Min./Rel. Ed. Gr 6-10 (OL) 

kpreman@sholnewton.org, ext. 216      

Rosemary Seibold, Past.Assoc./Rel.Ed. Gr K-5 (OL) 

rseibold@sholnewton.org, ext. 213          

Michelle Solomon, Rel. Ed. Gr 1-10 (SH) 

msolomon@sholnewton.org, 617-969-4031 

SUPPORT STAFF 

Ginny Arpino, Asst. to Rel Ed (OL) & Pastoral Team          

garpino@sholnewton.org, ext.221 

Michael Bliss, Finance & Operations  

mbliss@sholnewton.org, ext. 226  

Ed Desmond, Admin. Assistant (OL) 

edesmond@sholnewton.org, ext. 250 

Gerry McGrath, Facilities (OL) 

gmcgrath@sholnewton.org                         

Sioux Mont, Admin. Assistant (SH)                  

smont@sholnewton.org, ext.110 

David Nahabedian, Facilities (SH) 

dnahabedian@sholnewton.org, ext. 127 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday Vigil 
  4:00pm Our Lady’s 
  4:00pm Sacred Heart 
 

Sunday 
  8:00am  Our Lady’s 
  9:00am  Sacred Heart 
10:00am  Our Lady’s 
11:00am  Sacred Heart (ASL) 
12:00pm  Sacred Heart, 
   Lower Church 
  6:00pm  Our Lady’s 
 

Weekdays including Legal Holidays 
Mon-Fri: 7:00am Our Lady’s 
Mon-Sat: 9:00am Sacred Heart,    
                Lower Church 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

  7:00am Our Lady’s 
  9:00am  Sacred Heart 
12:00pm Our Lady’s 
  7:30pm  Sacred Heart  
 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday, 2:30-3:30pm, at 
both churches on the lower level, or 
by appointment. 

New to our Collaborative? Welcome! Please introduce 
yourself after Mass or at the parish offices. We want to know 
and serve you! We hope you will participate in our parishes 
with your prayers, presence, talents, and stewardship accord-
ing to your means. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick: We are most eager to help any-
one who cannot celebrate Mass with us in church. If you or a 
loved one wishes to receive the Sacraments of the Anointing 
of the Sick, Eucharist, or Reconciliation, please call the par-
ish offices. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is 
celebrated after all parish Masses on the first full weekend of 
each month. Please also notify us of hospitalizations, so that 
we may be of help. 

Sacraments of Initiation: For adults interested in Baptism, 
Confirmation, or joining the Catholic Church, please contact 
Nick Frega; for high school Confirmation, contact Michelle 

Solomon at Sacred Heart or Kristina Preman at Our Lady's; 
for older children to be baptized or to receive Holy Commun-
ion, contact Michelle Solomon at Sacred Heart or Rosemary 
Seibold at Our Lady's. 

Infant Baptisms: Infant Baptisms are celebrated at Mass or 
on special Sundays throughout the year. Parents are asked to 
call the parish office to begin the process. A program of prep-
aration is offered to all parents. For more information, please 
visit our website. 

Sacrament of Marriage: Please contact the parish offices at 
least 6 months in advance. A preparation program is offered 
to all couples. For more information, please visit our website. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society: For more information, email 
svdp@sholnewton.org or call 617-527-7560 x255(OL) or 
617-969-2248 (SH). 
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Mass Schedule and Intentions  
Priests’ schedule is subject to change 

In your prayers, please remember 

Paul J. DeMeo 
Richard F. “Dickie”  Beatrice 

and all who have died. 

May they experience the new life  
promised by Christ’s Paschal victory. 

Scripture Readings for the Week 
(Also found at www.usccb.org) 

8 SUN Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 
9 Mon Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
10 Tue Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14 
11 Wed Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 
12 Thu Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 

1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
13 Fri Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 
14 Sat Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
15 SUN Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 

Saturday, December 7 

9:00am - Sacred Heart - For the Poorest Soul in Purgatory 
Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration & 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:00am. 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
 Robert H. Slamin 
 Barbara DeRubeis 
 Emidio & Carmela Apruzzese and Family 
 Joseph & Nanci Marzilli 
 Thomas & Mary Ellen O’Hare 
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Rose MacLeod 

Sunday, December 8 - Second Sunday of Advent 
8:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
 Carmela Farina 
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 For All Parishioners 
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
 John Venditti, Carolina & Francesco Casinelli 
 John & Patricia Donellon 
 Glenn Clark 
 Carmela, Nino & Maria Antonellis 
 Nancy Giordano 
 Alberto Arpino 
 Charles, Claire, Diane & Bill Murray 
 Anne Hynes, Terrance Leblanc 
 Conrad & Marie Rose Larosee 
 Armando Luongo—1 Month Anniversary 
 Donata Visco 
11:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 
 For All Parishioners 
12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
 For A Special Intention for the Avcikurt Family 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
 For All Parishioners  

Monday, December 9 
7:00am - Our Lady’s - For All Military Personnel 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For All Military Personnel 

Tuesday, December 10 
7:00am - Our Lady’s - For All Emergency Personnel 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - Rose MacLeod 

 

Wednesday, December 11 
7:00am - Our Lady’s - Mary Proia - 50th Anniversary 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For the Sick of the Parish 

Thursday, December 12               
7:00am - Our Lady’s -  For All Victims of Abuse  
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For All Victims of Abuse 

Friday, December 13 
7:00am - Our Lady’s -  John J. McLaughlin Sr. 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For the Poorest Priest in Purgatory 

Saturday, December 14 

9:00am - Sacred Heart - Pedro Sole 
Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration & 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:00am. 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Bart Geger, S.J.) 
 Antonio & Amalia Barreto 
 Sandra Stover—5th Anniversary 
 Rosemary Joerg 
 Rosemarie Belli 
 Phyllis & Nicholas Bontempo 
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
 For All Parishioners 

Sunday, December 15 - Third Sunday of Advent 
8:00am - Our Lady’s (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
 Maria Farina, Giacomo Farina 
 Pasquale and Carmela Antonellis  
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
 For All Parishioners 
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 William “Fergie” Ferguson 
 George Sherman 
 John J., Nora & Patrick Mathews 
 John Stack 
 Andrew & Theresa O’Hare 
 Esther & William St. George 
11:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 
 Alice Schultz 
12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
 For All Parishioners 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Michael Annis  


