
 

SACRED HEART & OuR LADy’S COLLAbORATivE 

Newton, MA 

December 22,  2019  

Sacred Heart Church  

1321 Centre Street, Newton, MA 02459 

617-969-2248 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians Church  

573 Washington Street, Newton, MA 02458 

617-527-7560 

 

~ All  Are Welcome ~  

Our Collaborative 

Sacred Heart 
1321 Centre Street 

Newton Centre 02459 

617-969-2248 

Fax: 617-965-7515 

Office: Mon-Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

sacredheart@sholnewton.org 

Our Lady        
Help of Christians 

573 Washington Street 

Newton 02458 

617-527-7560 

Fax: 617-527-1338 

Office: Mon-Fri 7:45am-3:45pm 

ourladys@sholnewton.org 

COLLABORATIVE STAFF 

CLERGY 

Fr. Dan Riley, Pastor  

driley@sholnewton.org, ext. 229                                              

Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce, Parochial Vicar 

ksjoyce@sholnewton.org; ext. 215 

Msgr. Dennis Sheehan, Senior Priest in Res. 

dsheehan@sholnewton.org, ext. 239                

Fr. Bart Geger, S.J., Assisting Priest  

Deacon Bill Koffel, Deacon  

bkoffel@sholnewton.org 

LAY PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 

Anne Marie David, Music Director (OL) 

amdavid@sholnewton.org, ext. 227 

Nick Frega, Pastoral Associate 

nfrega@sholnewton.org, ext.111 

Erica Johnson, Liturgy & Music Dir. (SH) 

ejohnson@sholnewton.org, ext. 120  

Kate Neal,  Pastoral Associate 

kneal@sholnewton.org, ext. 219    

 

Kristina Preman, Youth Min./Rel. Ed. Gr 6-10 (OL) 

kpreman@sholnewton.org, ext. 216      

Rosemary Seibold, Past.Assoc./Rel.Ed. Gr K-5 (OL) 

rseibold@sholnewton.org, ext. 213          

Michelle Solomon, Rel. Ed. Gr 1-10 (SH) 

msolomon@sholnewton.org, 617-969-4031 

SUPPORT STAFF 

Ginny Arpino, Asst. to Rel Ed (OL) & Pastoral Team          

garpino@sholnewton.org, ext.221 

Michael Bliss, Finance & Operations  

mbliss@sholnewton.org, ext. 226  

Ed Desmond, Admin. Assistant (OL) 

edesmond@sholnewton.org, ext. 250 

Gerry McGrath, Facilities (OL) 

gmcgrath@sholnewton.org                         

Sioux Mont, Admin. Assistant (SH)                  

smont@sholnewton.org, ext.110 

David Nahabedian, Facilities (SH) 

dnahabedian@sholnewton.org, ext. 127 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday Vigil 
4:00pm Our Lady’s 
4:00pm Sacred Heart 
 

Sunday 
8:00am  Our Lady’s 
9:00am   Sacred Heart 
10:00am  Our Lady’s 
11:00am  Sacred Heart (ASL) 
12:00pm  Sacred Heart  
   Lower Church 
6:00pm   Our Lady’s 
 

Weekdays including Legal Holidays 
Mon-Fri: 7:00am Our Lady’s 
Mon-Sat: 9:00am Sacred Heart    
   Lower Church 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

7:00am Our Lady’s 
9:00am Sacred Heart 
12:00pm Our Lady’s 
7:30pm Sacred Heart  
 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday, 2:30-3:30pm, at 
both churches on the lower level, or 
by appointment. 

New to our Collaborative? Welcome! Please introduce 
yourself after Mass or at the parish offices. We want to know 
and serve you! We hope you will participate in our parishes 
with your prayers, presence, talents, and stewardship 
according to your means. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick: We are most eager to help 
anyone who cannot celebrate Mass with us in church. If you 
or a loved one wishes to receive the Sacraments of the 
Anointing of the Sick, Eucharist, or Reconciliation, please 
call the parish offices. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick is celebrated after all parish Masses on the first full 
weekend of each month. Please also notify us of 
hospitalizations, so that we may be of help. 

Sacraments of Initiation: For adults interested in Baptism, 
Confirmation, or joining the Catholic Church, please contact 
Nick Frega; for high school Confirmation, contact Michelle 

Solomon at Sacred Heart or Kristina Preman at Our Lady's; 
for older children to be baptized or to receive Holy 
Communion, contact Michelle Solomon at Sacred Heart or 
Rosemary Seibold at Our Lady's. 

Infant Baptisms: Infant Baptisms are celebrated at Mass or 
on special Sundays throughout the year. Parents are asked to 
call the parish office to begin the process. A program of 
preparation is offered to all parents. For more information, 
please visit our website. 

Sacrament of Marriage: Please contact the parish offices at 
least 6 months in advance. A preparation program is offered 
to all couples. For more information, please visit our website. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society: For more information, email 
svdp@sholnewton.org or call 617-527-7560 x255(OL) or 
617-969-2248 (SH). 
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Why This Shorter Bulletin? 
In order to have a full, vibrant, welcoming, and new bulletin to 
distribute on Christmas Eve and Day, this weekend’s bulletin 
has been printed in the office and is shorter than usual. Don’t 
worry—all the regular bulletin features will be back on 
Christmas and weekends following! 

Clergy Health & Retirement Trust (CHRT) 
Special Christmas Collection 

Each Christmas, we have the opportunity to support our priests 
through the Christmas collection that benefits the Clergy Health 
and Retirement Trust. With the goal of ensuring the health and 
well-being of our 564 priests in good standing, the Trust offers 
preventive health and wellness programs, provides one-on-one 
support and advocacy to priests with health concerns, and 
operates Regina Cleri, a state-of-the-art facility where senior 
priests live in community. Please support our priests, who 
through their ministry create stronger communities for all, by 
making a gift to the Clergy Health and Retirement Trust at 

clergytrust.org or by giving generously to this year’s Christmas 
collection. This special collection is a primary source of funding 
to care for our priests. Your generosity is much appreciated.  

Funds from this special collection are managed by the Clergy 
Health and Retirement Trust—an independently-managed trust 
with a majority-lay board of trustees. The funds are used for the 
sole benefit of active and senior priests in good standing. 

Justice and Peace Committee Meeting 
The next Justice and Peace Committee meeting will be Sunday, 
January 5, at 11:30am at Sacred Heart in the Lower Church 
Conference Room. All are invited as we discuss climate change, 
the refugee ministry, and nuclear disarmament – please feel free 
to join us. For info, contact Kate at kneal@sholnewton.org. 

Refugee Ministry: Volunteer Tutor  
Needed for Huda 

The Komi family is getting ready for the Christmas holidays and 
will soon be celebrating baby Ann’s 2nd birthday! We are so 
fortunate to have such a generous Collaborative that has helped 
the family with computers, a bicycle, and a tutor for Mansy - as 
well as English-speaking classes at the International Institute for 
Komi and so much more over these last few years. We are now 
looking for an English tutor for Huda. Her schedule has 
changed, and she could be available on the weekends and at 
times during the week to improve her English skills. We also 
will be receiving a scholarship from the South Sudanese Family 
Enrichment Program in Lincoln to help defray the costs of 
hiring a paid English tutor for Huda. If you have some extra 
time and would be interested in this opportunity, please contact 
Ann Capoccia at anncapoccia@verizon.net for more info. Thank 
you so much for your continued generosity!  

 

From Fr. Dan, Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

     Welcome and Merry Christmas! In three days, 
we celebrate Christmas! I hope you feel at home and 
welcomed here. We feel abundant joy and great 
rejoicing, because Jesus, the Son of God and the 
Prince of Peace, has been born! We are celebrating 
good news of great joy. In the manger in Bethlehem, a 
savior has been born for us who is Christ the Lord. 
With Mary tenderly holding the baby Jesus, and 
smiling upon him with affection, we sense that God 
loves us in this way. We hear the angels joyously 
proclaim: “Glory to God in the highest and on peace 
to his people on earth,” and we trust that God’s love 
conquers all. May we experience Jesus: in the baby in 
the manger, in his real presence in the Eucharist, in 
the love of family and friends, and in the vulnerable 
and needy we care for. 

     Attracting our loved ones to Christmas 
Mass. Those who are rarely at Mass are good people. 
We can make it more likely they will be a Christmas 
Mass. How? Speak positively around them about how 
you love Mass at either of our parishes. Rave about 
what you like. You might even invite them to come. 

     “In the beginning was the Word. In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of humanity.  The light 
shines in darkness, but the darkness has not overcome 
it. To all who received Him, He gave the power to 
become children of God. The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as 
the only Son of the Father, full of love following upon 
love.” -- John 1 

     From How the Grinch Stole Christmas:  
“Christmas Day will always be, just as long as we 
have we. Welcome Christmas while we stand, heart to 
heart and hand in hand.” And we do stand, heart to 
heart, and hand to hand, both with each other, and 
with Jesus, who is our friend, our brother, and our 
Savior. 

     Thank You to Bertucci’s of Newton for providing 
us with the bread for the Thanksgiving Eve Mass. 

     Sports: The Pats overwhelmed Cincinnati last 
Sunday. It wasn’t a “Rembrandt”, but I’ll take it. How 
did we do against the formidable Bills yesterday? I bet 
we prevailed in a close one. I want the first-round bye! 

Love and Merry Christmas! 
Fr. Dan 

New & Ongoing in Our Community 

Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative 
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Mass Schedule and Intentions  
Priests’ schedule is subject to change 

Parish Office Holiday Closures 
Please note the following office hour changes for the 
upcoming holiday weeks: 
 

For Christmas week: Both parish offices will be closed 
Wednesday, December 25, through Sunday, December 
29. They will reopen on Monday, December 30.  
 

For New Year’s: Both parish offices will be closed on 
Wednesday, January 1, reopening at their usual hours on 
Thursday, January 2. 

In your prayers, please remember 

Lawrence L. “Lefty” Cetrone 
Margaret Ann “Peggy” Grella 

Clifford D. Chiasson 
Francesca M. Cedrone 

and all who have died. 

May they experience the new life  
promised by Christ’s Paschal victory. 

Scripture Readings for the Week 
(Also found at www.usccb.org) 

22 SUN Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
23 Mon Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 
24 Tue Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 
25 Wed Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 

or 1:18-25, Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14, 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20, Day: Is 
52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

Saturday, December 21 

9:00am - Sacred Heart - For All Parishioners 
Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration & 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:00am. 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Patricia Coughlin—1st Anniversary 
 Mary Sauro 
 Frank LaPorta, Dominic & Mary Palumbo 
 Tina LaPorta 
 Ann Marie & Mary Peltier 
 William “Fergie” Ferguson  
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Bart Geger, S.J.) 
 Charles & Fran Gale 
 Pat & Bob Daley 

Sunday, December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce ) 
 Thomas & Ruth Boucher  
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
 For All Parishioners 
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Dan & Catherine Cleary 
 Sheila & Christian Meyer 
 William “Fergie” Ferguson  
 Michael Viscomi 
 Cyrilla Mooradian, Peter Mooradian 
 Peter & Takhouey Mooradian 
 John & Sheila Boyce 
 Bianca Venditti 
11:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 
 For All Parishioners 
12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 For All Parishioners 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce ) 
 Antoinette & James Caccavaro 
 Pasquale Di Spena 

Monday, December 23 
7:00am - Our Lady’s - Joseph L. Burgoyne, Jr. 
   Mamie Rose Orr-Mullane 
   Ernest & Isabel Magazu 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For All Emergency Personnel 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
7:00am - Our Lady’s - Joseph Joerg 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For All Military Personnel 

 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
7:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 
10:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Bart Geger, S.J.) 

Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
12:00am Midnight - Our Lady’s (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
10:00am - Sacred Heart (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
  

All Christmas Masses are offered  
For the People of the Parishes 

Thursday, December 26               
7:00am - Our Lady’s -  For All First Responders 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For All First Responders 

Friday, December 27 
7:00am - Our Lady’s -  For All Victims of Abuse 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - Cynthia Flamm - 1st Anniversary 

Saturday, December 28 

9:00am - Sacred Heart - For All Parishioners 
Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration & 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:00am. 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce) 
 Romolo Pescosolido  
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 For All Parishioners 

Sunday, December 29 - Feast of the Holy Family 
8:00am - Our Lady’s (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
 For All Parishioners  
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Kevin Staley-Joyce ) 
 For All Parishioners 
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Bart Geger, S.J.) 
 For All Parishioners 
11:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 
 For All Parishioners 
12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Bart Geger, S.J.) 
 Carl Michaud 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Joseph & Mary Proia 
 Jose & Cecilia Matos, Pierre & Alix Deguise 
 Felipe, Mercedes, Sonia & Jorge Lopez 
 Juancho Bermudez, Dorys DeMarco 



 

December 22 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Today’s readings offer us great hope: “the virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” This name 
means “God is with us.” It is important that we remember this 
especially when the world is calling us to move faster – to shop 
more, to buy more. Don’t let the noise of the world drown out 
what you heard in today’s readings. Amid your busyness this 
week repeat these words – “…they shall name him Emmanuel – 
which means God is with us.” God is with YOU! 

Save the Weekend for the                           
Light of the World Retreat 

This on-site retreat will be held at Our Lady’s on MLK weekend 
and will come to Sacred Heart in Fall 2020. It is free of charge, 
and you’ll be able to sleep in your own bed at night! Encouraged 
for and open to parishioners of both Sacred Heart &Our Lady’s!  

The commitment to attend is: 
Friday 1/17: 7:00-9:00pm              Sunday 1/19: 8:00am-8:00pm 
Saturday 1/18: 8:00am-8:00pm     Monday 1/20: 6:30-9:30pm 

Please know that we believe what you will gain                               
from attending the Light of the World retreat will                               

far outweigh your investment in time and commitment. 

For more information or to register contact Kate Neal at 617-
527-7560 ext.219 or kneal@sholnewton.org. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation 
Are you an adult who has not yet celebrated the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, or do you know someone who is? It is never too 
late to be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit! We invite those 
interested in exploring Confirmation preparation to reach out.  

There are two options for those who may be interested in 
exploring preparation for the Sacrament: 

1. Individual preparation through our Collaborative, with a 
schedule that will reflect your own availability and needs. 

2. A group class offered by the West Region of the Archdiocese 
(of which we are a part). These six sessions will be held on 
Tuesday nights in Spring 2020: March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, and 
April 7. All sessions will be 7:00-8:30pm at St. Zepherin Parish 
Center, 99 Main St, Wayland. 

If you would like to learn more or take part in either option, 
please contact Nick Frega at 617-969-2248 ext. 111 or 
nfrega@sholnewton.org. 

Collaborative Playgroup 
Attention Parents, Grandparents and Caretakers of Children 5 
and under: you are invited to join our playgroup, which meets 
Friday mornings from 11:30am-1:00pm in the McPherson 
Room of Our Lady Help of Christians. This is a laid-back 
playgroup; come for part of the time or the whole thing. 
McPherson is located in the Lower Church of Our Lady’s (just 
off the entryway from the parking lot) and is a carpeted room 
with plenty of toys! We are on a holiday hiatus, but please join 
us in the New Year: January 10, January 17, January 24, and 
January 31. 

Looking to Connect? 
Catholic Young Adults in Their 20s and 30s 

The Collaborative’s new Young Adult Group offers several 
opportunities a month, including a once-a-month speaker, social 
events, and service opportunities. Follow our Facebook page: 
“SHOL Newton Young Adults” or get on our email list for 
monthly updates by emailing Kate at kneal@sholnewton.org. 
Please feel free to reach out with any ideas for speakers/events 
you’d like to have. Hope to see you soon! 

Care for Creation: Gift-Giving 
During Advent, we spend a lot of time, energy, and money 
buying Christmas gifts. Here are some questions to help us 
lower our carbon emissions, and help our warming earth and its 
people: 

1) Can I buy local, from a local business or even a local 
producer of goods? 2) Can I give a refurbished or second-hand 
product? It’s a way to recycle. 3) Can I buy a practical product? 
What does this person really need? 4) Can I give an experience, 
like tickets to a play or concert, tuition for a class, or time spent 
together on something we both enjoy? 5) If buying online, can I 
plan my purchases to group them together for shipping in one 
box? And can I avoid getting fast or rush shipping, which 
creates a lot of extra carbon emissions? 6) Can I support a cause 
I care about? I could either give a donation in someone’s honor, 
or buy gifts that help poor producers raise much-needed income.  

Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative 
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Sacred Heart News Our Lady’s News 

In Gratitude for Your                     
Generosity and Compassion 

As Christmas nears, we must thank all those who have 
graciously donated toys, clothing, gift cards, money, 
and groceries for meals to children, elders, and 
families in need. Through your generosity, you have 
truly acted as the hands, feet, and heart of Christ and 
made Christmas brighter for those in need. 

A huge thank you is also due to our Christian Service 
Committee, who organize The Giving Tree outreach 
each year, and to St. Vincent de Paul, who helped in a 
big way at the meal distribution for needy families. 

We are so grateful to all of you! 

  -The Our Lady’s Parish Staff 

Advent Gift Giving Celebration and 
Thank You! 

Thanks to all of our incredibly generous parishioners for once 
again making the Advent Gift Drive a tremendous success. We 
fulfilled every gift request for St. Ambrose Family Inn, Julie’s 
Family Learning Program, New England Home for the Deaf 
and The Learning Center for the Deaf’s Walden School. The 
staff and volunteers at the agencies are, as always, over-
whelmed by your generosity! 
 

A special thank you to Isabelle Albeck and Margaret Leblanc 
for help with checking in and organizing the gifts as they were 
received at the Advent party; to Liam Fitzpatrick and Victoria 
Stephen Nam from the Confirmation class for their help organ-
izing and moving the gifts over to the convent; and to other 
parishioners who joined in when more help was needed!  The 
true spirit of Christmas sharing and giving is manifested every 
year in this project! 

—Marty and Michelle Solomon 

Christmas Flowers 
Christmas flower donations will be graciously accepted to help 
decorate Sacred Heart for the holidays. If you would like to 
submit names of loved ones to be remembered in the memorial 
booklet, please print their names clearly, and submit them by 
this Sunday, December 22. Names submitted after that date 
will be published in a later bulletin. 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Sacred Heart is grateful every time a family decides to have a 
child baptized with us. As a result, we want to show our thanks 
to each family. Please come for a special Mass at 9:00am on 
Sunday, January 12, 2020, in which we will pray for all of the 
children baptized in the past year, honor their parents, and 
have a special reception at the Coffee Hour. The homily at this 
Mass will be tailored to children, so your older children will 
benefit as well. All are welcome! 

Instant Coffee & Tea Needed 
In December, we are collecting instant coffee and tea. 
Donations can be dropped off during the week in the lower 
elevator lobby OR at weekend Masses in either the elevator 
lobby or the upper church foyer at Sacred Heart. 

Religious Education News 
Our students prepared the “Way of the Lord” this week by 
making beautiful Christmas cards for our homebound parish-
ioners to remind them they are not alone because “God is with 
Us”! The students received the Sacrament of Confession to 
make room for Jesus in their hearts on Christmas Day as 
well! So to remind us that we are waiting for Jesus at Christ-
mas and the end of time, we light our Advent wreath and set 
up our Creche and keep it empty, while we fill the manger 
with small acts of kindness and love each day to those around 
us. 

Please note, our Religious Education classes have ended early 
this calendar year, with our last class on December 10. Classes 
will resume on Tuesday, January 14, 2020!  

O Come O Come Emmanuel! 

Michelle Solomon, Director of Religious Education 
617-969-4031, msolomon@sholnewton.org  

Christmas Flowers 
Christmas flower donations will be graciously accepted to 
help decorate Our Lady’s for the holidays. If you would 
like to submit names of loved ones to be remembered in 
the memorial booklet, please print their names clearly, and 
submit them by this Sunday, December 22. Names sub-
mitted after this date will be published in a later bulletin. 

Poinsettia Thank You! 
Thank you to all those who purchased poinsettias last 
weekend in support of our 24th annual Workcamp trip next 
summer. We are very grateful! 

Bristol Lodge Food Request  
We are in need of jarred tomato sauce (plain, traditional, or 
marinara is best) and 12-packs of soda for our Confirma-
tion Program, which prepares and serves dinner at Bristol 
Lodge in Waltham once a month as part of their service 
formation. If you can help us, please drop items off in the 
lift-top bins under the stairs on either side of the church. 
Thanks to your generosity, we do not need any elbow pasta 
for the time being. Thank you! 

Honduras Coffee Returns in February 
After a great Christmas sale of coffee earlier this month, 
we are on break for January. Your favorite Honduran cof-
fee will return for sale after all Masses on February 1 & 2. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Please join us to worship together in joy! All are welcome - invite your friends and neighbors! 

Christmas Eve: Tuesday, December 24 
 4:00pm at Our Lady’s      4:00pm at Sacred Heart 
 6:00pm at Our Lady’s      7:00pm at Sacred Heart (ASL with English interpretation) 

             10:00pm at Sacred Heart 

Christmas Day: Wednesday, December 25 
 12:00am (Midnight) at Our Lady’s  10:00am at Sacred Heart 
 10:00am at Our Lady’s 

January 1 Holy Day: Solemnity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

January 1 is a Holy Day of Obligation this year.  
 

Masses will be celebrated on: 
Tuesday, December 31, at 4:00pm at Our Lady’s 
 (Vigil) 
Wednesday, January 1, at 10:00am at Sacred Heart.  
 

There will be no 7:00am or 9:00am Daily Mass               
on Wednesday, January 1. 

Marriage Banns 
Sacred Heart & Our Lady’s Collaborative is pleased to  

announce the following upcoming marriage: 

Carolyn Carver and Matthew Giorgio 

Grand Annual Collection 
The 2019-2020 Grand Annual Collection is now 
ongoing. Thank you to all who contribute to this vital 
collection!  

As of December 18, we have raised $97,635.   
Our goal is $200,000.  

Whether you give $100 or $300; $1,000 or $5,000, 
your gift will be appreciated as it promotes the 
wellbeing of Our Lady’s. Thank you for your 
generous support! 

mailto:kneal@sholnewton.org
mailto:kneal@sholnewton.org
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Independence and self-reliance are attributes that many of us prize – though life has a way of                 
changing them – but I would guess that most of us want to live this way. 

I certainly do. For me, independence and self-reliance manifest in many ways – some foolish. There was a period of 
four or five years where I didn’t see a doctor. I didn’t like my doctor, and I was in good health. “I’ll be fine,” I thought, 
while I weathered colds and flus on my own. Toward the end of my time in Sherborn, I became very sick with                    
pneumonia. I finally called a parishioner who was a doctor to ask if she could squeeze me in. “No,” she said, “I’m just 
about to leave. But I’ll stop at the rectory on my way home.” She prescribed me medicine and quality rest. She was 
very gracious to me – not just kind and generous. Her visit was a grace and an establishment of a relationship for my               
wellbeing. 

In Sacred Scripture today, God’s middle name is Grace. God gives himself to us in love for our wellbeing. Christ enters 
the world by a singular grace – by the virginal conception. Joseph couldn’t grasp this at first. He couldn’t imagine 
Mary’s story to be true – but Joseph loved God, and he loved Mary, and he didn’t want any harm to come to her, so he 
was going to handle things quietly. In a dream, God gave Joseph a message full of grace: Have no fear. Take Mary as 
your wife. The child is the gift of the Holy Spirit. Call him Jesus and know that he is the promised Emmanuel. 

What is the meaning of all of this for us? Jesus, Emmanuel, came and is coming to help us, with our desire for                          
independence and self-reliance, for these traits often keep us from hitting the mark in life – like me being my own  
physician, like Joseph having his envisioned plan, like Adam and Eve want to be gods themselves. 

How do independence and self-reliance work in you? However it may be for you, Christ is Emmanuel for that                        
particular thing – he is called Jesus, to save you from that particular thing. 

We don’t talk too much about grace – but we all know the experience. The help that comes from nowhere at just the 
right moment. An insight or inspiration that moves us in the right direction. A helpful word or generous help for us 
from another that enables us to do something we couldn’t do alone. Grace – God giving himself to us in love for our 
wellbeing. 

When we gather to celebrate Christmas, we’ll be celebrating the birth of the fullness of Grace – God giving himself to 
us in Jesus his Son, to establish a relationship with us for our wellbeing, as a gift. But each Sunday, in the Eucharist, 
Jesus gives himself to us in what looks like bread and wine – to save us from our self-reliance and to invite our                   
dependence on him instead. The fullness of grace entered the world – but is still here – Emmanuel by a singular 
grace. As we await his birth and his coming in glory, let us rejoice that he is Emmanuel now in the Eucharist – to help 
us depend and rely on him.  

What a gift. 

Fr. John Sassani 
Homily Given on December 23, 2007 

Fourth Sunday of Advent—Liturgical Year A 

©2019 TJB catholickidsbulletin.com 

Psalm: Trace the words and 

learn to pray like Jesus! 

Learn at Mass 
Which candles are 

lit today on the 
Advent wreath? 

Color this wreath to 
match the one in 

church. 

Gospel: When Mary found out that she was pregnant                              

with baby Jesus, she went to visit her cousin Elizabeth.                            
Elizabeth was the mother of John the Baptist. 
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Beyond Our Walls 
The Church’s Best-Kept Secret:  

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering  
Sunday, January 25 - Tuesday, January 28, 2020                            
at Omni Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C. 

What is it? The CSMG is an opportunity to Connect, 
Learn, Pray, and Advocate with other Catholics from 
around the country who want to put into action the social 
justice teachings of the Catholic Church. 

As we connect with others from MA and elsewhere, we 
learn about current social justice issues from excellent 
speakers, panelists, and presentations. In 2019, topics 
included racism, poverty, and immigration. This year’s 
theme is “Bearing Witness: Life and Justice for All”. 

After learning about current needs and issues, experts 
brief the gathering on the Federal budget that the 
Congress will soon be enacting. Particular attention is 
given to key line items that the Church believes should be 
funded in order to relieve the suffering of the poor. 

After this briefing, members of the gathering go to 
Capitol Hill to meet with their representatives and 
Senators, or their aides, to share information about the 
Church’s position on specific budget proposals that help 
the poor and impact the environment. 

You can find out much more about CSMG by going to the 
USCCB website. Just Google “Catholic Social Ministry 
Gathering 2020” to find it. You can also call Deacon Bill 
Koffel at 508-561-6400 or Peter Metz at 339-777-5144. 

Deacon Bill, who has attended the gatherings for the past 
two years with his wife Dorothy, together with others 

friends from Massachusetts and from Our Lady’s Parish 
in Newton, is attending again in 2019. 

Why go?: “I [Deacon Bill] have been deeply moved and 
heartened to be in the presence of so many other people 
who are motivated by the desire to put the teachings of 
Jesus and the Church into action. At a time when so much 
seems to be going wrong in our world, this was an 
opportunity to do something positive.   

Annual New Year’s Eve Vigil                                
and Mass with Cardinal Sean 

All are invited to begin the new year in prayer with 
Cardinal Sean at the annual New Year’s Eve Vigil and 
Mass on Tuesday, December 31, at St. Clement 
Eucharistic Shrine Church, 1105 Boylston St, Boston (at 
the corner of Ipswich St). Holy Hour with Eucharistic 
Adoration and Confession begins at 10:30pm. Rosary at 
11:00pm. Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God, at 11:30pm. Special prayer intentions for life, 
love, and vocations. For more information, contact the Pro
-Life Office at 508-651-1900 or ProLifeOffice@rcab.org. 

St. John’s Seminary MAM/MTS Program 
Announces Spring Courses: Open to All 

Spring 2020 classes for the Master of Arts in Ministry 
(MAM) and Master of Theological Studies (MTS) 
Programs begin the week of January 13. Course offerings 
include Liturgy & Sacraments, Church History, New 
Testament, Faith & Reason, and more. Courses offered on 
weeknights and Saturdays. To learn more, visit sjs.edu/
mam-mts-spring-2020-courses or call 617-779-4104. 

Homily reflections are also available each week online at www.sholnewton.org/godeeper 

Collaborative Photo Album 
Take a look at all the great things that have been going on in our community these last few weeks! 

Bambinelli Sunday celebrated at Our Lady’s on 
December 15, with a special blessing for the 

Christchild figurines from folks’ home mangers 

Just a small fraction of the many gifts           
donated by Our Lady’s parishioners for 
local children in need. Thank you all! 

Quite a delicious-looking spread for 
the Guild of St. Francis’ Christmas 
party at Sacred Heart on Dec. 10! 

mailto:ProLifeOffice@rcab.org

