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I came to Our Lady’s 5 years ago, and I had lived here once before. Five years ago, I took my 
old rooms on the third floor of the rectory, but I recently decided to move downstairs. 
 
I realized that I have a lot of stuff! Books – Pope John XXIII seminary will be getting lots 
books that I don’t need. Big Brothers Big Sisters is coming on Wednesday to pick up old 
clothes. Then there’s the stuff that, in more-than-10-but-less-than-20 trash barrel-sized 
bags, has found its next-to-last home in the dumpster outside. 
 
I have some sense of camaraderie with the man in the parable today: my rooms are bigger, 
and, moving forward, the potential to accumulate stuff is staggering. 
 
But then to hear Jesus and Paul speak about greed is startling. Greed is the longing for 
possessions, and one of things that is true is that possessions can become alternate objects 
for trust. Paul talks about the greed which is idolatry. The rich man speaks to no one about 
his greedy decision, neither God nor another human being.  
 
In the Old Testament reading, the Hebrew people, when they were wearying of following 
the God who could not be seen, fashioned their finest jewelry into an idol and worshiped it 
– rather than trust the God who set them free. 
 
My point is that stuff is alluring. It offers – or seems to offer – something that we want or 
need. But the stuff feeds our desire to be self-reliant, and then we end up relying on the 
stuff. This becomes a distraction from reliance on the Lord, so we must practice balanced 
living in terms of our stuff. 
 
The remedy is not only a disciplined approach to stuff. The remedy is the Eucharist – the 
thanksgiving and gratitude found there. Our attitude toward God is key: let us acknowledge 
God’s generosity, assess our tendency toward self-reliance, and seek to further our faith-
filled moderate living and generosity to others. 
 
As we gather here around this Eucharistic table today, we are offered a morsel and a sip: 
God offers us the gift, the treasure beyond measure: Christ himself, who becomes our 
standard for living. 
 
 


