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Some years ago, CNN news reported that Martin Marietta, a huge US defense contractor, 
had returned $135 million in overcharges to the US government. In the prior year, various 
large US contractors had returned $1.4 billion in overcharges. What was this, some burst of 
honesty or public concern? Not at all. These companies wanted only to be sure they were in 
line for bigger government contracts in years to come. 

Jesus tells us today about a small-time swindler who shows us how to survive for the 
future. He’s been careless and maybe even cooked his boss’s books when our story begins. 
The boss oddly gives him notice – maybe a few weeks’. We meet him in a panic. He’s going 
to be out of a cushy job, no house, no food. (Jesus’ Palestine didn’t have unemployment 
checks.) Then he stops and plots aloud. He uses his remaining time to make friends. Maybe 
they’ll help him out in desperate days to come. There he goes. Do you owe so many jars of 
oil? Put it down. Give me 80% and we’ll call it a day. Did he have the right to do this? Jesus 
doesn’t say. But it’s clever calculating, thinking and acting. Even the boss thinks so, and, 
with a wink and a nod, here’s the rogue manager back. 

Jesus is warning us. He’s asking us to be shrewd and calculating so that we make friends 
with God. He’s not hesitant to use a crook as an example. Scandalous? Only if we, his 
listeners and would-be disciples, are pure and sinless ourselves. Jesus knows us better. 

Start thinking about what’s coming says Jesus today. You and I? We hardly think about 
tomorrow. Look for a moment at the American dreams of retirement. You’ll need about 
70% of your present income when you retire. Where from? Social Security is not a sure 
thing. Pensions are on the way out. Americans are notoriously poor savers. Even at the 
financial levels, we’re not good at sacrificing now for the future. 

Jesus leaves us with a question. Are you taking your future seriously? Are you using your 
time and money, your assets and talents now to build your relationship with God and work 
for Christ’s kingdom? 

Sometimes crooks have clearer heads than Catholics. For Jesus pushing and prodding in 
this strange story today, let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


