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The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord - Liturgical Year A 
 

When we need help, we realize how much people care for us. I think of parents sitting with 
us when we are sick as children, or a teacher working with us to help us understand math 
or chemistry. I remember people dropping food at my parents’ house after my mother died. 
The key is that, in our need, those who care for us come to be with us. 
 
We’ve been celebrating that kind of love since December 25. The Son of God, born into our 
lives as a baby and visited by the Magi as a child, now as a man is manifested at the Jordan 
River. He’s manifested not just as God’s Son, but as God’s Son in solidarity with us as 
sinners. Jesus is in solidarity with us, not ashamed of us or condemning us when we don’t 
do what’s right or don’t know where to go. 
 
John the Baptist has issued his call to repent, and people come to receive the 
encouragement to do just that. Jesus comes, not because sinners are there who need help, 
but just to be with us, as we are, as he is – not ashamed, not angry. God made him who knew 
no sin to be sin – so – that in him we might become the very holiness of God (2 Corinthians 
5:21). 
 
Those who are baptized – both long ago and as recently as this weekend – are brought to 
Christ. But, let’s remember – Christ came to be with us as we are. We are joined to him, so 
that we can become like him – righteous, not self-righteous; in loving solidarity with one 
another. 
 
As we gather for the Eucharist today, let’s be grateful for through and within Christ, we can 
be God’s sons and daughters and offer loving solidarity to others. 


