
Fr. John Sassani 
Homily Given October 9, 2011 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Liturgical Year A 

Several years ago, I officiated a wedding at St. John’s in Winthrop. It was a large church and 
a large wedding. There were beautiful flowers everywhere, extra musicians, the works. The 
groom seemed nervous, even more than usual. The bride entered, looking lovely. Then, 
they were standing side by side at the front of the church, holding hands. When they sat 
down, I looked out, and his raised pant leg revealed that the groom had no socks! Whether 
he was nervous or in a hurry, I’m not sure - but he wasn’t quite ready for the wedding! 

Jesus is talking about a wedding feast today, to which everyone is invited. And, in fact, we 
are here today because we’ve been invited and decided to attend. The wedding feast that 
Jesus has prepared is the wedding between heaven and earth to which all people are 
invited. Our invitation is not just for a few hours, but for a whole life and more. 

The wedding feast isn’t just for today, but for every day. The goal isn’t just to be together 
with Jesus and with one another, but to grow together - to let Jesus help us be fully ready to 
be at the banquet and to serve at the banquet. 

St. Paul began his life as Saul. He was persecuting the followers of Christ; he thought they 
were wrong and that they were leading others in the wrong direction. He meets Christ 
risen from the dead, which confuses him. “How could I be so wrong? So blind?” Saul 
becomes a Christian and grows to be a preacher who suffered and endured all kinds of 
difficulties. He became a great apostle of Jesus. 

We are called to grow into our Christian vocation. How? Act like the person you want to 
become, through piety, study, and action. Friendship with Jesus is about the here and now; 
he comes to be with us, to celebrate and to grow. Let’s give thanks for this as we gather for 
the Eucharist today. 

 


