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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Liturgical Year A 
 

My sister says of all four of her children that each was meant to be an only child. This is 
clearest between the first two children. Matt was the pride of both families, the first 
grandchild. When Michael was born and coming home from the hospital, Matt loudly asked, 
“Is that baby coming to our house?” Michael at age 2 lovingly admired Matt, but Matt at age 
4 wanted nothing to do with him. It was worse when they were 12 and 10; they fought 
almost constantly. 
 
Now they are young adults in their twenties, and the tension is tamed but not gone. It 
leaves them at a certain distance from one another, which is sad. 
 
Anger is corrosive – Jesus is keenly aware of this. What is anger? The classic definition is 
that anger is the desire for revenge, to inflict injury in return for injury. 
 
Jesus isn’t looking to cover this vice over or ignore it, but to root it out. How? To forgive, to 
stop feeling anger at someone.  
 
But how are we to do this? We must ask for the gift of mercy. Mercy is an attribute, a quality 
of God. So let’s ask for the gift of mercy from God. Let’s ask, over and over again. Then we 
may presume that God is giving us the grace of mercy. It is then our choice to use it or not. 
 
The Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist are tangible encounters with mercy. In Penance, 
we ask for mercy and receive it. In the Eucharist, we are nourished with mercy itself; our 
thirst for mercy is quenched. As we gather for the Eucharist today, let’s be grateful for the 
gifts that Christ offers to us, over and over again. 


