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I don't know about you, but I'm a very cautious traveler. Whenever I go on a trip or vacation, my 
preparations are careful and detailed. Setting out, I check tickets, passports, and money supply at 
least three times. I convince myself that all my fuss and bother is just common sense. How different 
is the spirit of Jesus in today's Gospel He's sending his twelve on a mission. He tells them, among 
other things, to leave their wallets at home and to depend on the hospitality of those who will hear 
their preaching. Talk about venturing out in faith! Sure, I remember years ago not worrying about 
reservations or hotels. I could sleep anywhere. But I was younger then. I haven't done that for a 
long time - and I want to keep it that way.   

Trust in the hospitality of the people they will visit? Why should they do that? Jesus tells them that, 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 
me.” Think about it. What Jesus tells those twelve is really good news for all of us.   

- If a person does something good for them, God counts it as if done to God.  
- If anyone give Jesus' followers a place to lay their head, it will be as if they hosted God. 
- If someone give even a glass of cool water to the most unimportant person in the world, it 
will be as if they provided God with a drink.  

God will bless them. “Truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

I am particularly struck by how simple all this really is.  So simple, in fact, that you and I probably 
miss it.  Listen again: “Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones…” When I 
read in the Bible about Noah, I want to build an ark. When I read the story of David and Goliath, I 
want to slay a giant. Reading the story of Daniel, I picture myself heroically sleeping in the lion's 
den. There's so much all of us dream of doing for God. But here it is: God calls you and me to 
ordinary things with ordinary people. Suppose you're a catchiest in our religious education 
program or catechumenate program. Wonderful! But we also need people to set up and take down 
before and after class. Maybe we preach - or maybe we greet and hand out bulletins. Maybe we 
minister or maybe we clean up after Mass. Most of Christ's work is very ordinary stuff. The good 
news today is that God's reward, God's blessing, is for those who do the simplest things to and for 
others in the name of Jesus. To all of them, God offers great blessings. 

Think of it this way. The world in which we live, this church in which we gather, is full of blessings. 
There are more blessings, more divine rewards out there and in here than we can even imagine. 
Doesn't every person here this morning need a kind word? Doesn't almost everyone here today 
need our prayers? It doesn't take much, but Jesus tells us there is a blessing from God for every kind 
word and every simple prayer. Then there are people here - and beyond here - who need a phone 
call, a ride to the doctor or to the grocery store. Today, the Lord says there is grace in abundance for 
every act we do and every kindness we extend. Some of the blessings waiting to be harvested are 
little ones - the gratitude in a smile or the sense of a deed well done. Others come in fancy packages.  

Here's a story to give Jesus promise flesh and bones. A graduate student far from home got a letter 
one day. As she opened it, she was sitting at her window. A ten-dollar bill dropped out. As she read 
the letter, she was distracted a by a shabby, disheveled stranger leaning on a post outside her door. 
Reading Jesus’ words today, she took the ten dollars and put the bill in an envelope. On the 
envelope, she penned the words “Don't despair” and, opening the window, handed it to the man 
who departed without a word. That evening, a knock came at the door. There was the same shabby 



man smiling and handing her a sizeable wad of bills. “What's this for?” she asked. “That's 60 bucks 
you won, lady.” “Don't despair” paid five to one. 

I can't imagine what blessings wait for us this week. But I gently suggest that we keep our eyes and 
ears open. The opportunity will be there, as will God's promise of blessing. 


