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I feel like I’ve never heard this passage from the Book of Wisdom. The line we hear is, “But 
though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you 
govern us.” In another translation, it reads, “Although you are sovereign in strength, you 
judge with mildness, and you govern us with great forbearance.” 
 
In either translation, I am grateful to hear that line! But, how do we get undone in the first 
place? 
 
We have an enemy, the enemy of human nature. In the Gospel parable, the enemy sowed a 
weed that, as it grows, resembles the wheat. It is an analogy of how we get tempted under 
the guise of good. For Adam and Eve, they were tempted by the fruit to be like God - wasn’t 
that the goal of life? They chose the “bright” not the true “light”, the weed not the wheat. 
 
A few years ago, I was on a silent retreat with religious brothers. Some brothers were 
naturally quiet; others were naturally talkative. Therefore, in the nightly conversations and 
sharing of the day, there were different personalities. One man felt prompted to challenge 
another for talking too much on this silent retreat, under the guise of good. It blew up in his 
face. One man was offended and embarrassed, while the other seemed to be arrogant and 
judgmental. It might have been fine for the first man to go to the second privately, but he 
chose to act in a manner that was totally inappropriate. The two men talked together and 
then provided a public apology. 
 
Christ comes to us in the Word to challenge us to be discerning. Where do our impulses and 
desires really come from and where do they lead? Are we choosing the genuinely light or 
the merely bright things in our lives? 
 
Christ comes to us in the Eucharist to help us choose light over bright, wheat over weed, so 
to lead us to enter the harvest of grace and eternal life. 


