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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Liturgical Year A 

I suspect few of us are familiar with the desert. Maybe we’ve flown over one or driven 
through a section of one, but most have never spent time there - at least not in the dry, 
waterless land masses we call deserts.  

But the metaphorical deserts of fear, illness, hopelessness…these are familiar territories. 

In the Gospel today, Jesus goes to the desert to be alone - but, before he even got into the 
boat to go, he was already in the desert. He’d just heard of the death of John the Baptist. 
This had personal implications, as Luke tells us they’re cousins. Like John, Jesus’s message 
and growing popularity are challenging the religious and political leaders of his time. Jesus 
wants to be alone to work through what John’s fate might imply for him. 

Others pursue Jesus to the deserted place, but, like him, many of them are in the desert 
already - the desert of chronic sickness, terminal illness, hopelessness, discouragement, 
poverty, sin. To follow Jesus into the desert suggests a desperation of need, not just a desire 
for a good sermon. 

Jesus isn’t annoyed. He treats the vast crowd with compassion - curing the sick - and he 
becomes an oasis of hope for everyone who came to the desert that day. 

When the disciples notice the hunger in the crowd, Jesus challenges them to feed them. He 
takes the little food they brought and multiples it so that there is enough and more. The 
crowed become not only followers but Christ’s companions that day. 

The crowd leaves the desert that day - and not just the arid land - with hunger satisfied, 
bodies healed, spirits lifted. All of it transfigures the way Christ assists us in the deserts of 
our lives: the water in the oasis of baptism that refreshes us with faith and hope; the bread, 
not so much multiplied as transformed that makes us companions of Christ and renewed 
by his personal love for us in Communion. How we are made companion with one another 
in Christ because, by ourselves individually, we can do so little for the lonely elderly widow, 
the young father with cancer, the homeless family sleeping in a car, the fearful people who 
are in our country illegally and need help. But - as companions of Christ and with one 
another in Christ, we can work with him to transform the deserts of this world into lush 
places of new life. 

As we receive the bread come from heaven and the cup of salvation, let’s be grateful of how 
it changes the desert of our hearts, and let’s be willing to work with him for the vitality and 
wellbeing of others. 


