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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Liturgical Year A 

I lived in Denver for a time, and then my family moved back to the North Shore when I 
started school. I went to school the first day and liked it. On the second day of school, I got 
up out of bed and thought to myself, “Wait, I did that yesterday. I have to do that again?!” 

In today’s Gospel, Peter had been in “apostle school” for a while. He had been promoted, 
but he hadn’t yet graduated. Peter still has a lot to learn, which we see when he rebukes 
Jesus’ teaching today. 

Jesus replies to Peter, “You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do…For 
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it.” 

What happens when we lose our lives for Jesus’ sake? We experience a renewal of our 
minds. We have clear thinking about God. Clear thinking about others and ourselves. Clear 
thinking about our motives. Clear thinking about mercy. 

Acting follows thinking. The prophet Jeremiah today brings us a hard message, a 
challenging message. He finds himself oppressed, in a difficult situation, where he cannot 
proclaim the message the Lord has given him. But Jeremiah finds that he cannot hold it in; 
he must let it out and he learns to do it more and more. Christ lives this, and, from him, we 
learn to do it more and more. 

We are strengthened by solidarity with one another and with Christ and by each sacrifice 
we make. As we gather today, let’s be grateful for the solidarity we have with Christ in 
Eucharist, leading us by example to the sacrifices that bring us closer to him day by day. 


