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When I was a seminarian, I was at a parish in West Roxbury when a woman came up to 

me and asked – could she have a Catholic funeral for her French poodle? Nothing in the 

seminary had prepared me for this! I had no helpful answer for her, so I suggested that 

she ask the Pastor. His response was to pass the buck to the Cardinal. However, this 

story is not unrelated to today’s Scriptures that speak of grief and hope.  

Since I have been a priest, I have always loved the second reading today. It’s a reading 

about hope – that we do not have to grieve like those who have no hope. Death is not 

the end. Life is the end – new life, Risen Life. We know about pioneers, those who open 

something new or prepare a way for others to follow. Jesus is a pioneer – in life as God 

would have us live it now and in new life. Jesus is the pioneer in both and that gives us 

hope. 

Hope does not mean sitting waiting for the future to come. An author I like puts it this 

way: in this life we practice Resurrection. The Church is a community of Christ’s 

followers who practice the Resurrection now. We practice it by celebrating the 

Eucharist, the banquet of everlasting life. We share in Christ’s life by Baptism, Word 

and Eucharist, practicing Resurrection. When we gather together for reflection and 

prayer as many of us did last Sunday afternoon, we are practicing Resurrection.  

We practice Resurrection in daily life when we work to protect all creation and to 

promote justice and peace. As an example, our clothing drive began this weekend and 

after one Mass the truck is half full and the benefit to the poor is huge. The St. Vincent 

de Paul Society is practicing Resurrection. We are practicing Resurrection. 

Good people of every and no religion do the same, work to protect creation and 

promote justice and peace. We do it as part of our faith and as a way of living our faith 

and our hope, of practicing Resurrection.  

Christ comes to us as our Risen Lord in Community, Word and Eucharist so that we can 

practice the Resurrection until he comes in Glory and we share the fullness of life 

forever. 


