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Do you ever cut yourself some slack regarding a general principle in a specific situation? I do. I 
think the state lottery is a reality with conflicting elements. A lot of money comes back to the cities 
and towns. But when I see people buy $50 worth of scratch tickets at a time, it makes me wonder 
why we do this. However, when Mega Millions gets up in the $310 million dollar range, I buy a 
ticket or two. 

Why do I bring this up, you ask? Because the Gospel is about mega millions. It seems Jesus invented 
our use of the word Talent. To us, it means gifts and abilities with which we’ve been endowed. In 
Jesus’ day, a talent was a unit of measure, the equivalent of 75 pounds. As he tells the story, a talent 
is 75 pounds of money.  The commentators say this is 20 years’ worth of a laborer’s wage – mega 
bucks. That’s for the servant who got one talent – the servant who got 5 talents and makes 5 more 
ends up with mega millions. 

But what is the point of the story? The servants, not the money, are the key. Two worked with what 
they’ve been given; one doesn’t. Two take what they’ve received and use it as if it were their own. 

One understands that what he has isn’t his. Two discover that, by using what they’ve been given, it 
pleases the master and what they’ve been given becomes theirs. One, for his lack of initiative, loses 
what he had and what could have been his.  Most importantly, two know what their master was 
really like – generous beyond measure, who wants his talents used well and wisely. The third thinks 
the master hard – and in the end, by living wrong, he’s right – the master treats him harshly. 

The point is – we’ve been given talents in the sense of gifts and abilities, and they come from Christ. 
When we work them for the good of others and the glory of God, we are enriched. When we fail to 
use them, everyone is impoverished. 

The woman in the Book of Proverbs is held up as a model – someone who uses her natural talents, 
not just for the good of her family but for the good of the poor too. She is a woman of faith. 
Whenever she learned her lesson – that to whom much is given, much is expected – she learned it 
well.   

Jesus knew that, humanly, he had been given much and much was expected of him. He calls us today 
to know and to do the same. We’ve been given much. We’re capable of much. 

The Eucharist, as the great prayer of Thanksgiving, requires stock taking on our part, to see the 
talents – the gifts and abilities – we’ve been given so that we can be grateful in the concrete. The 
Eucharist is also the great experience of grace, impelling us to do all that we can with what we’ve 
been given – in partnership with Christ – for God’s glory and the good of others. 

Let’s pray that Christ will give us eyes to see – and the inspiration to use – the many talents we 
have.   


