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For the last several years, we’ve had opportunities, in an organized way, to do faith sharing in our 
parish – ARISE Together in Christ and Why Catholic? These are organized ways, but faith sharing 
happens in other ways – parents teaching children to pray, Religious Ed teachers fielding 
questions, Communion ministers giving Christ and His comfort to the home bound. They are all 
rooted in faith experiences.   

The earliest such experience I recall was in 1965 or so, when I became an altar server, serving at 
Sunday and weekday Masses. Walking to church, I passed by a bit of the beach in Swampscott. 
Most mornings, the only sound was the waves gently rolling onto the beach…seagulls overhead… 
small fishing boats heading out to sea. This experience prepared me for Mass. I wasn’t praying, but 
prayer was happening in me. It was a moment of Christ’s coming close to me, inviting me to draw 
closer to Him. 

Last Sunday, I came over to church to greet people as they were leaving Mass. I came too early and 
Communion was just beginning. From the choir loft, I watched. People were reverently coming 
forward, hands outstretched. Most drank from the chalice, some bowed as they passed. They were 
meeting Christ in a powerful way. Then I noticed another form or expression of communion. With 
equal reverence, some nodded their heads as they passed friends. A few shook hands. One person 
kissed another person. It was magnificent! As all of us were experiencing communion with Christ, 
some were experiencing the communion we have with one another in Christ.  

I’m mentioning these examples that are like the burning bush. This first encounter between God 
and Moses was extraordinary. A bush on fire – or should I say ‘in fire’ – the bush had fire in it but 
was not consumed. God spoke to Moses during this in-fire experience. I AM. I exist but I am with 
you and for you. God makes His presence known to us so that we can believe. God then to leads us 
to deeper and stronger faith, faith that has content to it, what we believe. First and foremost, 
though, it is faith as a relationship to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and to the community 
of faith.   

The Gospel today didn’t catch my attention. I don’t know that I’ve ever preached just on the first 
reading before, but it caught my attention, which is the point. The Word of God catches our 
attention. It may happen walking by the beach in the early morning. It may be something we hear 
in the homily or in a meeting of a faith sharing group. It may be as we meet Christ in Holy 
Communion and in the community of faith. These are gifts to help us grow in faith, in our 
relationship with God, as Moses did. He heard God’s voice from the bush that was in fire so that the 
fire of God’s love could be in Moses. May it be the same for us today and every day.   


