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So – let me ask you: where are we at the end of Jesus’ story? “Go and do likewise,” Jesus has told us. 
Is he serious? If we answered every need, if we got involved with every suffering, we’d end up 
exhausted, much like the robbed and beaten traveler.  

Well, look again. Is there a way to be the Samaritan without burning ourselves out? Let’s take a 
look. First, the Samaritan sees the wounded victim. Then, we are told, he is moved with pity. Finally, 
he does what he can to help.  

Consider, for a moment, each of these responses. First, the Samaritan sees. He doesn’t glance and 
then turn away. He doesn’t see a hated Jew. He doesn’t see someone who took foolish risks and got 
caught. Instead, he sees another human being. He sees the best and most important aspect of who 
the man is, not a Jew or fool or undeserving risk taker.  

Then, we’re told, the Samaritan is moved by pity. It comes from his gut, rises from within his 
deepest self. The Samaritan here is an image of God, the God who is moved by human pain and 
sorrow, the God who suffers along with the suffering.  

Finally, the Samaritan does what he can. Compassion is costly. Here it cost the Samaritan time, 
effort, and money.  

But back to the question. Am I called to answer every need? No, obviously. But on a regular basis, 
we are called to see one need at a time, one suffering soul or situation. We’re not called to help 
everybody. We’re called to help somebody.  

The scene is in New York City on a stormy bitter-cold winter day. It’s evening and a well-dressed 
man is rushing to catch his train. He spies a little girl, painfully thin, too lightly clothed with a sad, 
desperate, lonely expression. She’s alone, probably hungry, certainly cold. He passes by. On the 
train, he can’t banish the image of the girl. He gets angry, then angrier. In a silent cry, he yells to 
God: “Why don’t you do something for her?” Then, as if from nowhere, the voice within speaks to 
the man: “I did do something for her. I made you.”  

“Go and do likewise.” See. Be moved. Act. By God’s grace, we can all be neighbor to someone. For 
that opportunity today at the altar, let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 


